
February 7, 2026

Registration

Time: February 7, 8:00 AM – 8:45 AM

Room(s): Auditorium

Conference Welcome and Opening with Dr Kyle Long, President of
AUD, Christine Coombe, TESOL Conferences, and Nadera Alborno, AUD

Time: February 7, 8:45 AM – 9:00 AM

Room(s): Auditorium

Special Session

Teaching English in Times of Transformation: Agency, Equity, and AI
(Opening Plenary)

Time: February 7, 9:00 AM – 9:45 AM

Room(s): Auditorium

Abstract: The rapid rise of artificial intelligence is reshaping the ways we teach, learn, and
communicate in English. For TESOL professionals, this moment offers both
profound opportunities and pressing challenges. While AI can personalize learning,
expand access, and enrich teaching practices, it also raises critical questions about
equity, ethics, and learner agency. How can teachers harness AI to empower
rather than marginalize? How do we ensure that technology serves as a tool for
inclusion rather than a driver of new divides? This presentation will explore the
intersection of agency, equity, and AI in English language teaching. Drawing on
current research, classroom practices, and global perspectives, it will highlight
strategies for engaging learners as active agents in their own learning journeys,
fostering critical AI literacies, and reimagining pedagogical approaches that remain
grounded in human connection. Participants will be invited to reflect on their own
roles as educators navigating these transformations and to envision a TESOL
future where AI amplifies — not replaces — the human dimensions of language
education.

Presenter: Christina Gitsaki
Prof. Dr. Christina Gitsaki is the Research Coordinator at the Center for Educational
Innovation, Zayed University, UAE. In the past, she served as the UNESCO Chair in
Applied Research in Education in the UAE and later as the Associate Dean of the
Foundations program at the Higher Colleges of Technology, UAE. Before coming to
the UAE, she worked at The University of Queensland (UQ) in Australia, where she
educated pre-service teachers and supervised Master’s and Ph.D. students in
educational research. She has worked with Education Queensland and The
Learning Federation of the Curriculum Corporation, Australia on state and federal



education projects such as the creation of digital Learning Objects for K-12 ESL
students. At ZU she oversees the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning course, the
development of resources for research and she provides advice and mentorship to
faculty who are interested in engaging in research on teaching and learning.

Group Photograph

Time: February 7, 9:45 AM – 10:00 AM

Room(s): Auditorium

Workshop

AI-Powered Learning Cycles for Effective Feedback

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: This session demonstrates how AI can enhance the full learning cycle: planning,
instruction, and feedback. Participants will explore practical tools for generating
objectives, designing checkpoints, and delivering clear Achieve/Grow/Succeed
feedback. Attendees leave with adaptable templates and efficient workflows that
strengthen learning while reducing teacher workload.

Presenter: Jessica Fetsko
Jessica Fetsko is Head of English at Al Ghad Charter School. She specializes in
curriculum, teacher development, and AI-enhanced instruction, presenting
regionally on lesson planning, feedback, and assessment practices.

Workshop

English Olympics: A Training Camp for Teachers

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: Do you need engaging activities to develop comprehension, grammar and creative
skills? Why not organize an English Olympics - an event suitable for all ages and
proficiency levels. With the help of Ai and curriculum-based integration, it is a
breeze! Come hear tips and receive free materials that fit you.

Presenter: Jenna Wrublik 
Jenna Wrublik is a TESOL educator with 10+ years of experience. Presently she
teaches and empowers learners through language and compassion at the UAE Air
Force Air Defense Institute.

Presenter: Tyler Theyerl
Tyler Theyerl has 15 years of ESL/EFL teaching experience. With roots in social
work, he enjoys connecting with students and helping them use language to
improve their lives.



Research-Oriented Session

Developing Interlanguage Pragmatics in EFL Learners

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: This study explores how EFL learners develop pragmatic competence across
multiple speech acts in cross-cultural contexts. Using discourse completion tasks,
student responses are analyzed for strategy use and cross-cultural variation. AI-
generated scenarios provide diverse prompts, supporting analysis while
maintaining a focus on applied linguistics and interlanguage development.

Presenter: Marjona Nosirova
Marjona Nosirova is an MA TESOL student at Webster University and a full-time EFL
teacher at a language center with three years’ experience, teaching over 150
students. She researches applied linguistics.

Practice-Oriented Session

AI-Powered Speaker Progress Promoting Speaking

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: Artificial Intelligence (AI) is ever-developing, impacting the field of education,
especially TEFL/TESL. Contextually, innovative AI platforms such as Speaker
Progress initiated by Microsoft open new avenues for educators to advance their
learners‘ speaking and presentation skills, generating instant AI feedback on their
output in addition to the teacher-monitored feedback.

Presenter: Jayaron Jose
Dr. Jayaron Jose, an ESL lecturer at the University of Technology and Applied
Sciences-Musannah, Oman, holds CELTA, DELTA, and PhD-TESL/TEFL. He conducts
workshops and publishes papers on varied research topics.
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3370-0882

Research-Oriented Session

Bridging Writing Theory with Technology-Enhanced Classroom

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: This presentation highlights the importance of academic writing for multilingual
Khaleeji learners in English-medium contexts. It outlines the key challenges
students encounter in producing coherent, well-structured essays and shows how
thoughtfully chosen digital tools can support teachers in strengthening writing
development and enhancing learner engagement.

Presenter: Banani Roy Chowdhury
Banani is a senior educator, researcher, and academic leader, a specialist in neuro-
education who is dedicated to advancing learning, supporting student success,
and strengthening professional educational communities across the UAE.



Presenter: Randa Al Attar
Randa Alattar is an educator and project manager who designs meaningful
learning experiences, leads curriculum and training initiatives, and supports
diverse learners in building confidence, clarity, and real-world skills. Over the

Special Session

Dubai Discussion: AI Stakeholder Priorities: The What, the Why, and
the How (Special Session)

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: While the history of AI is much longer, the big bang moment which has impacted
our world started just over three years ago with the universal launch of large
language models. In TESOL, stakeholders have reacted with varying degrees of
immediacy, but arguably we are still looking to bring order to the chaos. As in
most cases of dramatic change, we have seen moves to control AI alongside
moves to embrace it. We have seen doom mongering alongside creative
innovation. If we accept that it is here to stay and it is changing how we navigate
our world, where should we prioritize our engagement with it? This panel
discussion, comprising invited speakers and a host institution expert, considers
these philosophical perspectives considering what players in the educational
landscape are currently doing with AI, why they are doing it, and how. It then
considers the extent to which stakeholder trajectory needs to refocus so that all
can reap maximum benefit. Our panelists will bring their unique perspectives to
the table and field questions.

Presenter: Moderator Farhana Yasmin
Dr. Farhana Yasmin is Associate Professor in Language Education with expertise as
a researcher, journal editor and reviewer, conference focal person, session chair,
presenter, and trainer.

Presenter: Fariha Hayat Salman
The career of Dr. Fariha in higher education across the UK, the USA, Pakistan, and
the Middle East is centered on her expertise in learning design and technology
integration. Her research examines human-computer interaction and embodied
learning across disciplines.

Presenter: Christina Gitsaki
Prof. Dr. Christina Gitsaki has had a distinguished career in TESOL and educational
research, in which she has been at the forefront of technological implementation in
the educational field.

Presenter: Ron Morrain
Dr. Ron Morrain’s career endeavors via his consultancy, lecturing, and online
teacher support channels have consistently put technology centerstage of
innovation in inquiry-based learning.

Practice-Oriented Session

Using Inquiry to Manage the Classroom

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 105



Abstract: The presenters introduce inquiry-based strategies for managing classroom
behavior through purposeful noticing, questioning, and reflection. Participants
explore practical tools for uncovering root causes, guiding student responsibility,
and responding more effectively. The session emphasizes adaptable techniques
which teachers can immediately apply to create calmer, more supportive learning
environments.

Presenter: Azamat Akhmedjanov
Azamat Akhmedjanov brings over 15 years of experience in ELT as a teacher and
leader. He holds a BA in English, an MA in TESL, and a TEFL certification.

Presenter: Ranoxon Hikmatova
Senior lecturer, book translator, and passionate educator with more than 5 years
of teaching experience. English language instructor holding an MA in TESOL

Presenter: Azizabonu Ziyodullaeva
English instructor with university-level teaching experience and a focus on
communicative, student-centered learning holding an MA in TESL and a bachelor’s
degree in English Language and Literature and TEFL certification.

Research-Oriented Session

From Anxiety to Empowerment: Building Digital Confidence

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: This session explores how AI tools can transform teacher anxiety into digital
confidence in EFL settings. Drawing on recent research and practical classroom
observations, it examines emotional, pedagogical, and ethical barriers teachers
face and presents a framework for sustainable, confident AI integration that
supports professional growth and instructional innovation.

Presenter: Georgios Kormpas 
Georgios Kormpas is currently the Director of Student Affairs at Al Yamamah
University in KSA. He is a faculty at the department of Humanities and the current
President of IABL.

Practice-Oriented Session

Empowering Young Learners Storytelling Through Craiyon AI

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: This proposal examines how Craiyon AI art can enhance young learners
storytelling abilities by transforming their imagination into visual prompts. Using
child-friendly AI-generated images, students gain confidence, vocabulary support,
and creative motivation. The session demonstrates practical strategies for
integrating Craiyon into primary English lessons to enhance narrative skills,
engagement, and

Presenter: Kamola Abrarxanova
Kamola Abrorxanova is an associate professor at the Uzbekistan National



Pedagogical University named after Nizami. Her research area is about teaching
primary education in Uzbekistan.

Presenter: Durdona Pulatova
Dr. Durdona Pulatova has conducted research in the field of implementing corpora
in ELT. She is an associate professor at the Uzbekistan National Pedagogical
University named after Nizami.

Presenter: Gafur Allamuratov
Allamuratov Gafur is an EFL and ESP teacher at the Uzbekistan National
Pedagogical University. He is conducting his research on ESP.

Presenter: Manzura Rustamova
Manzura Rustamova is the head of the department, Primary education
methodology at KIUT. She has made significant contributions to the field of
primary school education in Uzbekistan. She published 30 articles.

Practice-Oriented Session

Crafting GEMs: The Easy Way to Personalize

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: AI has great potential for personalized, just-in-time learning, but students often
struggle to prompt effectively. Custom GPTs, such as Gemini GEMs, let teachers
create tailored AI tutors for specific learner needs. This session presents classroom
experiences from lecturers in Oman and Qatar using GEMs to enhance
engagement and independent learning.

Presenter: Judy Wren
Judy Wren (MA TESOL, Delta), an experienced EAP educator at Sultan Qaboos
University, specializes in incorporating educational technologies with innovative
teaching methodologies, exploring the impact of AI on curriculum development.

Presenter: Phillip Wren
Phillip Wren is a veteran EFL teacher with nearly 20 years of international
experience, specializing in student-focused learning and educational technology
currently at Qatar University in Doha.

Practice-Oriented Session

Who C.A.R.E.S. About You? Feedback writing

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: Effective peer feedback is essential for fostering collaboration, critical thinking,
and continuous improvement in language learning. This
workshop introduces the C.A.R.E.S. method (Congratulations, Ask questions,
Requesting, Evaluating, Suggesting) through activities and
feedback analysis, equipping participants with strategies to foster a supportive
and collaborative classroom environment.

Presenter: Nilufar Tillayeva



Nilufar Tillayeva, an Adjunct Professor at Webster University/National Pedagogical
University in Uzbekistan , has 20+ years of experience in ELT, specializing in
teacher training, curriculum development, and innovative pedagogical
approaches.

Practice-Oriented Session

Adapting Digital Frameworks for Programmer Communication
Competences

Time: February 7, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: This session demonstrates how an existing digital methodological framework can
be adapted to enhance communication competence in IT education. Participants
will explore AI-based and project-driven tools that operationalize the framework,
enhance learner interaction, and promote ethical, human-centered use of
technology in ESP and IT classrooms.

Presenter: Guzal Irgashova
Guzal Irgashova is a TESOL trainer (EdD student) with over 10 years’ experience,
specializing in ESP teaching, teacher training, and curriculum development, with a
strong focus on academic innovation and transformation.

Zoom Presentation

Having a Conversation with AI

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 11:30 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: Come to this session ready to take your use of AI to the next level. I will share
practical, ready to use suggestions and examples of AI prompting, which you can
adapt and use in your own teaching context.

Presenter: Rania Jabr
Rania Jabr is a Senior English Language Instructor II for the English Language
Institute at the American University in Cairo. Rania Jabr is an international judge
for the ELTONs.

Workshop

AI:Transforming Passion to Professional Excellence

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: This workshop guides passionate teachers in transforming their teaching into
professional excellence using AI. Participants will explore practical strategies for
lesson planning, assessment, and learner engagement, integrating technology
responsibly to enhance classroom dynamics. The session empowers educators to
innovate while maintaining authenticity and fostering meaningful, student-
centered learning.



Presenter: Rima Radja Toumi
Radja – Author, Founder of Boost Your Teaching Skills & TESOL-DZAIR International
Trainer Radja is an English language teacher and certified trainer at the Ministry of
National Education in Algeria, as

Research-Oriented Session

Centering Voice, Identity, and Critical Digital Literacy

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: This presentation examines how artificial intelligence (AI) influences linguistic
equity in English teaching and will explore identify how AI reflects dominant
language norms. Effective strategies that promote critical digital literacy and
linguistic diversity are presented based on research-based practices that support
inclusive pedagogy and empower multilingual learners

Presenter: Dr. Racquel Warner
Dr. Racquel Warner has taught in private and public universities in the UAE since
2001. Her research interests include education policy and learner engagement
strategies.

Practice-Oriented Session

Enhancing Language Learning through the Flipped Classroom

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: This presentation explores the flipped classroom approach in English language
teaching. It highlights how pre-class learning and interactive in-class activities
enhance student engagement, motivation, and autonomy. Practical examples
demonstrate improved participation and language performance, offering teachers
effective strategies to transform traditional classrooms into dynamic learning
environments

Presenter: Fatima Naser
Fatima Naser, M.Ed. (Boston University), is an English language teacher and an
educational practitioner with a focus on innovative teaching practices and student
well-being.

Research-Oriented Session

Democratizing Academic Writing for Arab EFL Learners

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: The presenters approach Arab EFL learners’ academic essay difficulties as a
problem of invisibility, in which discourse norms function as ‘hidden curriculum’.
They introduce the Metafunctional Genre Visibility Model, a Systemic Functional
Linguistics-based framework to make these norms explicit and, ultimately,



empower Arab learners to become confident, critical writers.

Presenter: Maitha Alteneiji
English lecturer

Research-Oriented Session

EFL Educators’ Perspectives on AI in Assessment

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: This study examines EFL educators’ perspectives on using generative AI in
assessment. Drawing on interviews and reflective narratives, it highlights both
opportunities such as personalized feedback and concerns such as academic
integrity. Findings stress the need for ethical guidelines and professional
development to support responsible AI integration in language assessment.

Presenter: Mahsan Ghayedi Karimi
Mahsan Ghayedi Karimi is a senior instructor at Sultan Qaboos University, Oman.
She holds a Ph.D. in English Language Teaching. Her research focuses on
impoliteness, discourse analysis, and educational technology.

Presenter: Namdar Namdari
Namdar Namdari is a senior English instructor at Sultan Qaboos University, Oman.
His research interests include genre analysis, materials development, and the
integration of artificial intelligence in language teaching.

Practice-Oriented Session

Microlearning, Guided Projects, and Microcredentials

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: Foundation program students must develop academic English and essential skills
for university success. Through practical applications, the presenter will
demonstrate how microlearning, guided projects, and microcredentials create
hands-on learning pathways that allow students to apply these skills in blended
and online environments while receiving formal recognition for their learning.

Presenter: Zakiya Al Nadabi
Dr. Zakiya Al Nadabi is a Lecturer at Sultan Qaboos University. Her work centers
on technology integration, active learning, and assessment, alongside advancing
institutional enhancement and professional learning community initiatives.

Research-Oriented Session

Efficacy of ChatGPT in English Language Learning

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108



Abstract: ChatGPT has become a popular learning tool among English language learners.
However, academicians and language experts have mixed reactions regarding its
effectiveness in English language learning. This presentation provides a
comprehensive pedagogical analysis of the efficacy of ChatGPT in relation to the
fundamental principles of second-language acquisition.

Presenter: Binu Pathippallil Mathew
Dr. Binu Pathippallil Mathew is a member of ESBB (English Scholars Beyond
Borders) and a senior faculty in English at the University of Technology and
Applied Sciences –Al Mussanah, Oman.

Practice-Oriented Session

Differentiation vs Adaptive Teaching: Practical Classroom Strategies

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: This interactive workshop explores the key differences between differentiation and
adaptive teaching, offering practical, research-informed strategies for supporting
diverse learners in modern ELT classrooms. Participants will engage in hands-on
tasks, examine real examples, and walk away with adaptable tools they can
immediately apply to improve learning outcomes.

Presenter: Rajaa Laghrissi
Rajaa LAGHRISSI, PhD candidate at Ibn Tofail University and English Language
Teacher at American School of Creative Science, specialises in academic writing,
innovative ELT approaches, multilingual education, and developing student
leadership.

Research-Oriented Session

Asynchronous CMC Feedback in Chinese Academic Writing

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: Can structured peer feedback delivered through asynchronous CMC help Chinese
postgraduates strengthen their analytical writing? This presentation reports on a
mixed-methods study comparing peer and teacher feedback, highlighting how
cultural norms shape feedback uptake and what this means for designing effective
writing support.

Presenter: Donya Mehrabi
Donya Mehrabi is an applied linguistics researcher and lecturer at Peking
University HSBC Business School, focusing on peer assessment, academic writing
development, and critical thinking in second language learning contexts.

Practice-Oriented Session

Tech-Powered Learning: Inspiring Motivation in ESL

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM



Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: Are your students feeling bored in your English classes? Are you struggling to keep
them motivated and engaged in the English-taught materials? Do not worry, as
this session will provide you with a secret recipe for keeping your learners
motivated and engaged throughout the period! Stay tuned to discover that!

Presenter: Rasha AbdulRaheem
Rasha AbdulRaheem is an educator with twenty years of experience, holding a
masters degree in Educational Leadership and currently pursuing a doctoral
degree in educational leadership and management.

Research-Oriented Session

Using Colloquial Language in Prose Fiction Texts

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: This study explores the impact of using colloquial language in prose fiction on
language acquisition and aesthetic appreciation. Involving two categories of
participants: university students and avid readers, the presenters designed a
questionnaire and conducted interviews. The presentation concludes with
recommendations for scholars to consider.

Presenter: Suhair Al-Alami
Suhair Al-Alami holds a PhD in Applied Linguistics from Aston University, UK.
Currently, Al-Alami works as an assistant professor in the General Education
Department at Horizon University College, UAE.

Presenter: Sara Suleymanova
Sara Suleymanova is a Lecturer at the University of Dubai, where she teaches
specialised English courses to students from different colleges and serves as the
Supervisor for EmSAT and IELTS.

Special Session

Eigo.Al: Assisting and Enhancing Human Language Learning
(Sponsored Session)

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: Al is here to assist and enhance human-centric language teaching and learning,
not replace or negate it. Established theories remain relevant in guiding practice:
learners need comprehensible input, meaningful output and interaction, fluency
practice, and feedback. Eigo.Al helps students reach the recommended 2,500+
hours of intentional study with a comprehensive library of Al-generated, human-
proofread lessons and activities, allowing them to develop all four skills while
providing teachers with essential insights into student progress.

Presenter: Paul Raine
After completing his CELTA at York English Language Center in 2006, Paul moved
to Japan to begin his English language teaching career. He went on to complete a
master’s degree in TEFL from the University of Birmingham in 2012, followed by a
master’s degree in Technology-Enhanced Learning from Lancaster University in



2024. Paul currently teaches English at Japanese universities and engages in
research and development related to CALL (Computer-Assisted Language
Learning) and TELL (Technology-Enhanced Language Learning) applications and
interventions.

Teaching Tip

Digital Self-Assessment Tools That Build Autonomy

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: This session demonstrates how digital self-assessment tools can cultivate
autonomy in EFL learners. Participants explore Learning Outcomes-aligned
checklists, reflective tasks, and low-prep platforms like Google Forms, Padlet, and
Slido. Classroom examples illustrate how structured self-assessment improves
motivation, metacognition, and learner responsibility.

Presenter: Pooja Sancheti
Pooja Sancheti is a Lecturer in English at CPS, SQU. Her research interests include
EFL teaching and testing approaches and using critical thinking skills in classroom.

Teaching Tip

Vocabulary Learning Begins with Curious Gemini Storybook

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: This presentation offers practical tips for using a Gemini-themed storybook to
teach vocabulary to young children. It highlights interactive reading, gesture-
supported explanations, visual cues, repetition, and playful activities that reinforce
word meaning. Strategies encourage curiosity, participation, and language growth
through imaginative, inspired storytelling that engages children in active learning.

Presenter: Heba El-Toukhy
Dr. Heba S. El-Toukhy. Currently, TEFL Associate Professor at Tanta University;
Egypt. Has attended and presented in national and international conferences.
Former Associate Professor in King Khalid University and AUC.

Special Session

20x20 VISIONS: My TESOL Evolution PechaKucha (Special Session)

Time: February 7, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: As TESOL marks its 30th anniversary, this special PechaKucha session brings
together founding voices and long-standing leaders to reflect on three decades of
growth, change, and professional evolution within the field. Through the fast-paced
PechaKucha format (20 slides × 20 seconds), presenters share personal narratives
that trace their journeys as educators, innovators, and leaders in TESOL.



My TESOL Evolution by Ali Shehadah
Highlights of my 30+ years of TESOL evolution and transformation in research and
teaching.

From AI to I: Making Our Voices Matter by Dima Yousef
Step into a writing classroom where ideas and voices develop through
conversation within a collaborative learning environment. This presentation follows
one class to show how intentional design shifts perspective from what to write to
why we write, demonstrating how dialogic practices support meaning and
engagement.

A–Z of My TESOL Evolution: 20 Letters of Teaching, Technology, and
Transformation by Hind Elyas
Inspired by The A–Z of ELT, this PechaKucha traces my TESOL evolution through
conferences and associations—from TESOL Conferences in the UAE to TESOL
International, TESOL Sudan, and KSAALT—highlighting how professional
communities, technology, and leadership transformed my teaching practice.

From Learning to Giving Back: A Journey Through TESOL Development Work by
Lana Hiasat
This PechaKucha traces a personal journey through TESOL development work,
moving from learning as a participant to giving back through teacher development
courses. It reflects on how professional growth happens not through quick
progression, but through sustained engagement in shared learning spaces.

EWB Agents of Change: SPD in Tajikistan by Nasiba Mirpochoeva
This presentation describes an approach to overcoming geographical, economic,
and technological obstacles to teacher professional development through a
training program designed to reach teachers even in the most remote areas of
Tajikistan. Participants will explore the module creation and training process and
hear highlights and lessons learned during the project.

Living the Change by Naziha Ali Raza
Being a teacher in times of transition is challenging. In the 6 minutes of tracing my
career trajectory, I will share how global developments, natural events and waves
of transformation and trends have impacted on and ‘re-re-shaped’ my professional
growth and whether AI is the ultimate trend to live it.

Critical Thinking, Teacher’s Loudest Tool by Nilufar Tillayeva
This session shares a personal professional journey showing how reflective and
inquiry-based teaching reshaped classroom practice. It explores challenges, critical
moments, and daily strategies that strengthened critical thinking, informed
decision-making, improved student engagement, and supported continuous
professional growth through reflection and purposeful questioning.

Teaching Reimagined Technology, Innovation and the TESOL Educator’s Journey by
Rana Khan
Teaching Reimagined explores how educators evolved from 2019 to today,
responding to disruption with creativity and resilience. This PechaKucha traces the
journey from emergency remote teaching to intentional innovation, highlighting
pedagogy, technology, ethics, and the human-centered future of education
worldwide.

Are Robots going to take over the World? By Ron Morrain
This Pecha Kucha traces the chronological story of takeover—not a violent
uprising, but a gradual and willing integration of systems into our lives, one
convenient step at a time. Our journey begins not with intelligent AI, but with the
clanking gears of the industrial age and the fears they inspired.

My TESOL Journey: From Teaching Transformation to Inspiration by Samaa Zaki
This PechaKucha shares a personal TESOL journey shaped by curiosity, growth,
and change. It traces how teaching evolved through technology integration,



highlighting moments of challenges and growth that ultimately empowered
learners, supported teacher productivity, and inspired purposeful transformation in
ELT. In addition, it aims to share best practices and success stories that led to
excellence recognitions locally and globally.

Motivated to Motivate by Fatmah Azam Ali
Motivated to Motivate is a high-energy PechaKucha session designed to reignite
ELT teachers’ passion, purpose, and professional confidence. Blending relatable
classroom realities with practical self-growth strategies, this session empowers
educators to sustain motivation, model resilience, and inspire learners through
renewed clarity, competence, and contagious enthusiasm.

Presenter: Hind Elyas
Hind is an English Instructor at Alfalak Company in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
She is actively involved in professional development and serves in multiple
leadership roles, including:
• Member of the IATEFL Global Issues Special Interest Group
• Issues Month Coordinator
• Member of the TESOL International Membership Council
• Conference Co-Chair at KSAALT TESOL
• Founding member of TESOL Conferences, the TESOL International affiliate in the
UAE

Her notable achievements include being selected as a TESOL International 2021
Leadership Mentoring Program Award recipient, a TESOL International Convention
Ambassador, and a virtual convention ambassador. She was also chosen as a
member of the TESOL International 60th Anniversary Advisory Group and
contributed to the planning of TESOL Conferences’ 20th anniversary and upcoming
30th international conference. In addition, Hind is a recurring guest on the TESOL
International Podcast series “Know Your Learners.” Beyond TESOL, she serves as a
British Council ELTon Awards Judge and previously worked as a National
Geographic Advisor for the development of a new academic skills series (2020).
Hind’s former leadership roles include Executive Secretary of Africa ELTA, Acting
Vice President of TESOL Sudan, and Professional Development Coordinator at
KSAALT TESOL. Her research interests focus on student engagement,
differentiation, and 21st-century teaching and employability skills.

Presenter: Ali Shehadah
Ali Shehadeh is Professor of Applied Linguistics and TESOL at UAE University. His
research interests center on second language acquisition, task-based language
teaching, L2 writing research and instruction, and academic publishing. He
published in top-tier (Q1) research journals including Language Learning, TESOL
Quarterly, TESOL Journal, System, and Journal of Second Language Writing.

Presenter: Christina Gitsaki
Celebrating her 30th year in her career in Higher Education, Prof. Christina Gitsaki
has contributed to the field as an English language teacher, applied linguistics
lecturer, pre-service teacher educator, in-service teacher trainer, textbook author,
project manager, curriculum leader, editor, and researcher.

Presenter: Dima Yousef
Dima Yousef is a Senior Learning Designer at MBZUAI with experience in teaching,
curriculum design, and academic support. She is currently pursuing a PhD in
Technology-Enhanced Learning, and her research focuses on student engagement
and inclusive pedagogies.

Presenter: Nasiba Mirpochoeva 
Nasiba Mirpochoeva is a dynamic leader, educator, and development professional
who has served as the Director of the English Without Borders Network
www.ewbn.org in Tajikistan since 2021.



Presenter: Nilufar Tillayeva
Nilufar Tillayeva is an EFL/ESL educator and teacher trainer passionate about
developing teachers’ professional skills, critical thinking, and effective classroom
practices through training and curriculum development.

Presenter: Rana Khan
Rana Khan, Assistant Professor and internationally acclaimed speaker, brings over
20 years of expertise in curriculum design, interdisciplinary teaching, and faculty
development. President of TEFL Kuwait and doctoral researcher at the University of
Bath, she champions innovative, inclusive education and transformative practices
in higher learning

Presenter: Ron Morrain
With over three decades of international experience, Ron Morrain stands at the
forefront of educational innovation. An American by birth, Ron’s professional
journey has taken him from Houston, Texas, to the heart of Germany, where he
continues to shape the future of education. His linguistic prowess spans three
languages—English, German, and Spanish—enabling him to engage and inspire
educators across the globe.

Presenter: Samaa Zaki 
Samaa Abdelghany is a passionate TESOL educator and researcher with over 20
years’ experience, exploring how educational technology empower English
Language learners, transform classrooms, and reimagine teaching in a rapidly
changing world.

Presenter: Lana Hiasat
Dr. Lana Hiasat, SFHEA, is a Senior Lecturer and researcher at the Higher Colleges
of Technology, Dubai, specializing in Future Foresight, AI in Education, and
Emotional Intelligence. A certified foresight trainer, she integrates ethical AI and
human-centered design into sustainable education. Creator of the copyrighted
Climate Shock Matrix (CSM), she has led award-winning research, including the
SEE Summit 2025 Best Paper. Her work with TESOL TIRF, Cambridge, Oxford, and
Slovenian institutions advances emotionally intelligent, AI-driven learning for a
future-ready world.

Presenter: Naziha Ali Raza
Dr.Naziha Ali Raza, a Learning & Development Specialist with 25 years of
experience in the UAE, holds a Professional Doctorate in TESOL. Her research
interests include translingualism and assessment.

Presenter: Fatmah Azam Ali
Fatmah A Ali is the President of KSAALT TESOL and Vice-Director at MEET ACT
Center is a visionary ELT leader, educator, trainer, and mentor empowering
teachers through purpose-driven growth, transforming classrooms into spaces of
confidence, curiosity, and lifelong learning.

Zoom Presentation

Highlighting the Importance of Students’ Voices

Time: February 7, 11:30 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: As student viewpoints often remain overlooked in educational institutions, this
small-scale study highlights the importance of recognizing student voices and the
consequences of neglecting them. Consequently, this study emphasis the
implications that can help institutions tailor their teaching methods to enhance
students’ voice, leading to improved educational outcomes.



Presenter: Raqiya Aamir Al Salehi
PSC Staff Development Coordinator at UTAS Muscat with a Master of Applied
Linguistics from Australia, researching teacher development and strategies
enhancing teaching practices and student outcomes in higher education contexts.

Presenter: Maha Abasaid
Dr. Maha Abasaid is a Lecturer at the University of Technology and Applied
Sciences, Muscat. Her areas of interest are educational reforms and strategies to
enhance students’ soft skills.

Zoom Presentation

AI-Enhanced Conversation Practice for Multilingual Learners

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 12:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: This presentation illustrates how AI tools can improve pronunciation and
conversation practice for multilingual adult learners. I will share techniques
employed in ESL classes at community colleges, demonstrating how AI promotes
clearer speech, boosts confidence, and enhances communicative engagement.
Participants will acquire adaptable strategies for integrating AI into their
instruction.

Presenter: Juliet Beglaryan
Juliet Beglaryan is an ESL and English professor at LACC, LAMC, and CSULA whose
work focuses on English composition, grammar, pronunciation, communicative
teaching, and integrating AI tools to support multilingual learners.

Practice-Oriented Session

A Framework for Building Spoken Communication Learning

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: A hands-on workshop with practitioner insights and tips. This workshop introduces
the VRSC Emotional-Regulation Framework, integrating voice work, structured
reflection, storytelling, and confidence literacy to reduce student anxiety and
enhance communication self-efficacy. Focus-group feedback suggests the model
supports psychological readiness in high-stakes communication tasks and offers a
scalable, wellbeing-informed approach

Presenter: Dr. Katrina Kinsella
Dr. Katrina Kinsella is an educator, trainer, coach, and course developer
specializing in communication, social psychology, future skills, and employability
at Higher Colleges of Technology, UAE.

Practice-Oriented Session

Integrating AI into the Writing Process

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM



Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: This talk introduces a framework for teaching writing with AI that focuses on the
writing process. By combining AI, device-free tasks, and critical reflection, the
framework ensures that students do the essential thinking, planning, and writing.
Participants will gain practical strategies for integrating AI into their teaching.

Presenter: Peter Davidson
Peter Davidson currently teaches Business Communication at Zayed University in
Dubai, having previously taught in New Zealand, Japan, the UK and Turkey. He was
recently made a Fellow of the HEA.

Research-Oriented Session

Assessing The Assessors: Practices in Writing Evaluation

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: This study explores EFL teachers’ use of standardized writing rubrics at UTAS,
Oman. A semi-structured interview and think-aloud protocol revealed rubric
strengths and weaknesses. A modified rubric improved student writing scores,
highlighting the importance of teacher feedback, rubric alignment, and ongoing
moderation for reliable, relevant assessment.

Presenter: Zahra Zargaran
Dr. Zahra Zargaran, a PhD holder in ELT from Tehran Azad University, is a lecturer
at UTAS-Shinas, Oman. she is certified by the British Council, IDP Australia, and
Cambridge, and actively

Research-Oriented Session

Using AI to Scaffold Writing Feedback

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: Peer review is central to writing pedagogy yet often limited by students’
confidence and feedback quality. This classroom-based qualitative study examines
AI as a scaffolding tool within a peer-review cycle for ESL writers. Findings
highlight pedagogical benefits, some challenges, and practical strategies for
ethical, effective AI-supported peer feedback.

Presenter: Jessica Saba
Jessica is an English Lecturer and Writing Center Director at Rochester Institute of
Technology (RIT) Dubai. Her work focuses on academic writing pedagogy and
ethical AI use in TESOL.

Presenter: Leen Bou Nasseredine
Leen Bou Nassereddine is a PhD candidate in English at the University of York. Her
research explores literature from the global south, world literature, postcolonial
studies, and gender theory.

Presenter: Dulmin Wijerathne
Dulmin Wijerathne is a visiting lecturer at RIT Dubai, and his research focuses on
teacher cognition in the era of AI and the integration of AI into academic writing



pedagogy.

Workshop

Reimagining EFL Reading with AI/Digital Tools

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: The presenters offer hands-on experiences to transform English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) reading comprehension. Teachers actively explore pre-, during-,
and post-reading tasks, experimenting with artificial intelligence (AI) and digital
tools to enhance critical reading, learner engagement, and practical classroom
implementation.

Presenter: Eman M. Ghanem
Dr. Ghanem, a Jordanian EFL instructor and university lecturer, holds a PhD in
English Literature, CELTA and PCELT certifications, and is a SUSI (2022) and MEPLI
(2024) fellow exploring storytelling.

Presenter: Kosay M. Alshewiter 
Dr. Alshewiter, Assistant Professor of English Curriculum and Instruction and Head
of the English Department at the University of Jordan’s Language Center, leads a
project enhancing students’ English proficiency through CEFR-aligned.

Presenter: Ghaida Yousef 
Dr. Ghaida Yousef, a Jordanian EFL teacher and university lecturer, is a certified
Learning Facilitator with a PhD in Linguistics. Her interests include applied
linguistics, education, and facilitation best practices.

Research-Oriented Session

Digital Literacy Empowering Students in AI Learning

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: This session explores how digital literacy and information literacy skills shape
students’ English self-efficacy in AI-supported learning environments. Participants
will learn how attitudes, skills, and technology interact to influence language
performance and discover practical strategies to enhance learner confidence in AI-
enhanced English education.

Presenter: Mais ALASSAAD
Dr. Mais Alasaad is an Applied Linguistics researcher specializing in English self-
efficacy, information literacy, and learner attitudes, focusing on innovative,
technology-enhanced TESOL practices relevant to Gulf-region education.

Workshop

Maximizing Student Engagement with Motivating Purposeful
Interaction



Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: This interactive workshop empowers TESOL educators to maximize student
engagement through motivation and purposeful interaction. Participants will
reflect on key classroom questions, explore strategies for meaningful pair and
group work, and consider potential uses of AI tools. Attendees will gain practical
techniques for fostering agency, motivation, and academic rigor in

Presenter: Mary Louise Baez
Mary Louise E. Baez is a Regional English Language Officer with extensive TESOL
experience as a teacher, trainer, supervisor, and consultant. She holds degrees in
International Relations and Linguistics.

Teaching Tip

Enhancing Teacher Competence Through Professional Development
Idioms

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: The study explores how professional development (PD) strategies shape and are
shaped by the teaching idiom—teachers’ shared language and norms. It reviews
effective PD features, examines challenges, and argues that programs aligning
with the teaching idiom foster stronger professional identity and deeper, lasting
improvements in instructional competence.

Presenter: Komola Usmanova
Usmanova Komola,PhD Assosiate professor, is a faculty member in the
Department of Foreign Languages at Alfraganus University, Uzbekistan. Her
research focuses on professional development in teacher education, instructional
competence.

Presenter: Shokhsanam Mukhammadieva
Mukhammadieva Shokhsanam Mansur qizi, PhD Senior Lecturers, is a faculty
member in the Department of Foreign Languages at Alfraganus University,
Uzbekistan. Her research focuses on professional development in teacher educatio

Practice-Oriented Session

Enhancing Language Teaching through AI Integration

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: Discover how AI can transform lesson planning from a time-consuming task into a
creative process. This session explores practical AI tools, chatbots, and quiz
generators that help teachers cut preparation time while enhancing lesson quality,
engagement, and personalization—proving that technology can empower, not
replace, educators.

Presenter: Kseniia Durovicova
Experienced ESL teacher trainer and conference speaker specializing in AI
integration in language teaching. Kseniia helps educators save time and design



engaging, personalized lessons with AI tools.

Research-Oriented Session

Fostering critical AI literacy in EAP classes.

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: The presentation reports on findings from applying a top-down approach to
integrating AI into teaching EAP to university students. The suggested guidelines
promote collaboration with AI-powered tools, thus creating a space for co-learning.
This equips students with the necessary skills to engage with GenAI tools critically
and integrally.

Presenter: Dr Yulia Tregubova
Dr Yulia Tregubova, Head of English, EAP Division Lead, British University Vietnam

Research interests- EAP, criticality in EAP, academic acculturation, critical AI
literacy in EAP

Research-Oriented Session

Language, Framing, and AI in Education

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: This study analyses how four texts frame AI in education through discourse
features such as connotation, framing and omission. By revealing how identical
linguistic tools construct opposing views in AI and education, the study highlights
the importance of critical language awareness for TESOL educators navigating
emerging debates about educational technology.

Presenter: Hana Feteha
Hana Feteha is an English Language and Literature senior student minoring in
Psychology at the American University of Sharjah. Hana has a passion for applied
linguistics in education and psycholinguistics.

Research-Oriented Session

Applying Professional Development in Classroom Practice

Time: February 7, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: The presenter shares findings from a study on how teachers use strategies learned
in a professional development program. The session covers the research context,
methodology, interview and observation data, key themes, and factors influencing
transfer, and concludes with implications for improving professional learning and
classroom practice.

Presenter: Aisha Al-Balushi



Aisha Al-Balushi is a PhD candidate in ELT at Sultan Qaboos University, with
extensive experience in teacher development, supervision, and curriculum
innovation. Actively contributes to national research and educational
advancement.

Presenter: Fawzia Al-Seyabi 
Fawzia Al-Seyabi is an Associate Professor of Curriculum and ELT at Sultan Qaboos
University, specializing in curriculum development, teacher preparation,
accreditation, and contemporary pedagogies, alongside extensive teaching and
graduate research supervision

Presenter: Saleh Al-Busaidi
Saleh Al-Busaidi is a Professor of EFL and Dean of the College of Education at
Sultan Qaboos University, specializing in learner autonomy, problem-based
learning, curriculum development, academic skills, and program evaluation

Presenter: Hussain Alkharusi 
Hussain Al-Kharusi is a Professor of Measurement and Evaluation at Sultan Qaboos
University, specializing in educational assessment and scale development, with
extensive experience teaching and supervising undergraduate, master’s, and
doctoral research.

Zoom Presentation

AI Strategies to Support Low-Achieving Students

Time: February 7, 12:30 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: My study explores how AI tools can effectively support low-achieving students
through personalized learning to achieve the targeted feedback. It highlights
practical classroom strategies, real examples, and teacher-friendly approaches
that make differentiation manageable, and meaningful by ensuring every learner
receives the support they need to progress with confidence.

Presenter: Runitha Lourdes
Ms. Runitha Lourdes is an English Language lecturer at Mazoon College. She is
passionate about teaching young learners and adopting new assessment methods
to bring changes in the assessment patterns

Teaching Tip

Practical AI Tips for EAL Classrooms

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 1:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: Discover how AI can support multilingual learners through differentiated texts,
phonics-aligned stories, interactive vocabulary practice, and adapted assessments.
This session offers hands-on examples and practical ideas teachers can implement
immediately.

Presenter: Lasha Brown
I am an EAL teacher at the American Cooperative School of Tunis, focusing on
differentiated instruction and literacy development for multilingual learners across
all elementary grades.



Zoom Presentation

Embracing World Englishes in ESL/EFL Teaching

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 1:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: The emergence of World Englishes challenges traditional EFL/ESL teaching that
privileges the Inner Circle model. Based on a teacher survey in Bangladesh and
abroad, this paper advocates the pluricentric approach to ELT and proposes
including non-native literary works to enhance a culturally sensitive learning
environment, challenging the dominant teaching paradigm.

Presenter: Rifat Tasnim
Assistant Professor, Department of English, CIU. MA in Teaching English as an
International Language ( Leeds Beckett University; TESOL cert. TEFL International,
UK. Area of interests- WE & Materials Development.

Practice-Oriented Session

Bridging Gaps, Building Success

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: The presenters showcase how the Leadership Club’s peer mentoring and
leadership initiative brings “Bridging Gaps, Building Success” to life. By pairing top-
performing mentors with students needing academic support, the program creates
a win-win, boosting confidence, collaboration, and mutual success in a vibrant,
human-centered community.

Presenter: Pushpa Sadhwani
Pushpa Sadhwani, a Senior Lecturer in General Studies at HCT with 20 years of
experience, integrates AI-supported teaching practices and specializes in
communication, skills development, peer mentoring, and curriculum innovation.

Presenter: Doaa Hamam
Dr. Doaa Hamam is a UAE-based lecturer with extensive leadership, research, and
publication experience, advancing technology-enhanced learning, professional
development, women’s leadership, and AI-focused educational frameworks.

Presenter: Christine Coombe
Dr Christine Coombe is an Associate Professor of General Studies at the Higher
Colleges of Technology. Previously she served as President of both TESOL Arabia
and the TESOL International Association.

Presenter: Mohammad Ahmad Almuhassin
Cybersecurity major at HCT Dubai, Student Council President, and President of the
Golden Key Club, passionate about innovation, teamwork, and championing
student voices through impactful learning experiences on campus.

Presenter: Firaol Tesfaye Hailu
HCT Mechanical Engineering student, Sheikh Mohammed’s NYUAD Scholar, and
former TV host. Golden Key VP with tutoring experience and a robotics enthusiast
dedicated to helping students through leadership and technology.



Practice-Oriented Session

Advancing ELT in the AI Era

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: This paper explores strategies for enhancing English Language Teaching (ELT)
through AI integration, emphasizing professional development and teacher
education. It highlights how AI-driven tools can personalize learning, foster
autonomy, and reshape pedagogical practices. The discussion underscores the
need for continuous teacher training to ensure ethical and effective AI adoption.

Presenter: Connie Mitchell
Dr. Connie Mitchell, PFHEA currently holds two positions at Prince Sultan
University: Director of the Teaching and Learning Center & Director of the Writing
and Tutoring Center.

Practice-Oriented Session

Teaching Multimodal Argumentation through PCSM

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: This study addresses the limited focus on multimodal argumentation in EFL
education by proposing a Pragma-Cognitive Syllogistic model. Integrating
pragmatics, cognitive linguistics, and syllogistic reasoning, the model supports
teaching the interpretation and construction of persuasive multimodal arguments
beyond language.

Presenter: Manel Mefteh
Manel Mefteh holds a PhD in Linguistics from the University of Sfax. Her research
spans Cognitive Linguistics, Multimodal Discourse Analysis, and Social Semiotics.

Research-Oriented Session

GAI: Implementation Strategies and Educational Implications

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: Available evidence indicates that AI tools can foster personalized learning
experiences by assessing learner progress, needs, and preferences, thereby
delivering tailored feedback (Irfan et al., 2023, p. 352). Effective implementation
demands a deeper understanding of integration, acceptance, benefits, risks, and
stakeholder perceptions.

Presenter: Amal Al Abri
Amal works at the University of Technology and Applied Sciences with an
experience of over 20 years in the field of teaching English as a foreign language.

Presenter: Rahma Al Alawi
Rahma holds a PhD in Education from the University of Sydney. Her professional
interests include educational assessment and technology integration in language



education.

Special Session

From Teacher to Transformative Leader: Redefining ELT Leadership in
the Age of AI (Featured Session)

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: As artificial intelligence transforms education, English language teaching requires
a new kind of leader—one who blends technological insight with human
connection. This featured session explores how ELT professionals can evolve from
being classroom instructors to transformative leaders who drive innovation,
collaboration, and ethical AI integration. Drawing from real experiences in teacher
training and institutional leadership across Saudi Arabia and the Gulf, Fatmah A.
Ali presents a roadmap for building AI-confident educators who are guided by
empathy, vision, and adaptability. Participants will discover leadership frameworks
that merge emotional intelligence, digital competence, and pedagogical creativity
to sustain excellence in the post-AI era. The session emphasizes that leadership
today is not about managing change—it’s about inspiring it.

Presenter: Fatmah Azam Ali
Fatmah A. Ali is a Saudi-based educator, leadership coach, and AI-in-ELT advocate
with over 20 years of experience in teaching and training. As Vice Director of MEET-
ACT Center, she leads professional development programs in TESOL, PGCE, and
digital education. Her mission is to inspire teachers to embrace innovation without
losing their human touch. She is also the President of KSAALT TESOL, an ELT
organization based in Saudi Arabia. A multi-award-winning Toastmaster and
conference speaker, she specializes in leadership development, digital pedagogy,
and AI integration in education.

Research-Oriented Session

Contextualizing Your Research Project Locally and Globally

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: Using an illustrative example from the UAE’s educational school setting regarding
the implementation of Project-Based Learning (PBL) Across the School Curriculum,
the presenter will explain how we make our research project relevant to the local
context and significant to the global research community.

Presenter: ALI SHEHADEH
Ali Shehadeh is Professor of Applied Linguistics and TESOL at UAE University. He
published in Language Learning, TESOL Quarterly, System, Journal of Applied
Linguistics, and Journal of Second Language Writing.

Research-Oriented Session

Empowering Student Teachers Through On-Campus Roles



Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: This presentation explores how structured on-campus roles empower student
teachers by bridging theory and practice. It highlights the benefits of
responsibility, collaboration, and leadership opportunities, showing how these roles
enhance professional identity, confidence, and readiness for future teaching
careers.

Presenter: Ozodakhon Shukurillaeva
Enthusiastic ESP and EFL Teacher dedicated to creating enjoyable, inviting and
dynamic learning atmosphere. Implements traditional and innovative methods to
motivate students to learn English language and understand world culture.

Practice-Oriented Session

Augmenting Scholarship with AI: Practical Ethical Strategies

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: This workshop examines ethical and practical strategies for integrating AI into
research writing. Participants will explore AI applications in literature discovery,
critical review, and manuscript refinement while addressing issues of
transparency, bias, and academic integrity. Attendees will gain actionable
guidelines to ethically enhance scholarly productivity without replacing human
expertise.

Presenter: Rana Khan
Rana Khan holds a masters in English and Business. Currently, she is Academic
Coordinator to Intensive English Program at Algonquin College, Kuwait and
President to TEFL Kuwait, an IATEFL Associate.\r\n\r\n

Workshop

Microsoft Learning Accelerators: AI for Speaking Feedback

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: In this session, you will learn how to use the Microsoft Learning Accelerator:
Speaker Coach. It is an AI tool that gives real-time feedback to students to help
them become confident and skilled presenters. Not sure about Microsoft Learning
Accelerators? I will also show you how to use speaking GPTs.

Presenter: Marie O Brien Al Sawaya
With more than 20 years experience as a teacher and leader in the education
sector, Marie enjoys creating moments of curiosity for students and staff.

Research-Oriented Session

Using Colloquial Language in Prose Fiction Texts



Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: This study explores the impact of using colloquial language in prose fiction on
language acquisition and aesthetic appreciation. Involving two categories of
participants: university students and avid readers, the presenters designed a
questionnaire and conducted interviews. The presentation concludes with
recommendations for scholars to consider.

Presenter: Suhair Al-Alami
Suhair Al-Alami holds a PhD in Applied Linguistics from Aston University, UK.
Currently, Al-Alami works as an assistant professor in the General Education
Department at Horizon University College, UAE.

Presenter: Sara Suleymanova
Sara Suleymanova is a Lecturer at the University of Dubai, where she teaches
specialised English courses to students from different colleges and serves as the
Supervisor for EmSAT and IELTS.

Practice-Oriented Session

Rethinking TESOL in Uzbekistan: Multilingual Inclusive Futures

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: Introducing an MA in Applied Linguistics and TESOL at New Uzbekistan University,
this paper addresses global–local tensions in a multilingual, post‑Soviet context. It
critiques linguistic racism and hierarchies, resists uncritical model transfer, and
outlines trauma‑aware, equity‑focused pedagogy developing teacher‑scholar
leadership, affirming local epistemologies, and reimagining TESOL for just,
multilingual futures.

Presenter: Gulbakhor Mamadiyeva
Gulbakhor Mamadiyeva leads the English Department at New Uzbekistan
University, Adjunct at Webster University, and pursues a PhD in ELT methodology,
publishing on project-based learning and teacher training across Uzbekistan.

Special Session

Building AI Tutors for Picky Learners (AIDT SIG Zone Presentation 1)

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: In this hands-on session, participants will use the MagicSchool AI chatbot to design
personalised AI tutors tailored to specific learner profiles. Teachers will explore
how to customise tutors using familiar contexts such as cartoon characters,
themes, or learner interests, making AI-supported learning more motivating and
accessible. The session focuses on practical classroom use, differentiation, and
learner engagement.

Presenter: Mahmoud Dahroug
Mahmoud Dahroug, English instructor at ADNOC Technical Academy, taught in
Egypt, UAE, and USA. Bachelor’s in English, teaching diploma and master’s in



education management. Passionate about language and student impact.

Teaching Tip

 Engaging Learners With Read-Aloud STEM Lessons

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: The presenters demonstrate how STEM-themed picture book read-alouds and
content conversations enhance young adolescent learners’ reading competence
and creativity. Using the 5E instructional model, participants explore classroom-
ready strategies from the NEGA project that integrate language and STEM,
promote critical thinking, and foster active engagement through experiential and
interdisciplinary learning.

Presenter: Feruza Masharipova
Masharipova Feruza Jumanazarovna is an Associate professor at Urgench State
University named after Abu Raykhan Biruni. She has 25 years of teaching
experience. She teaches Methodology, Lesson planning courses.

Teaching Tip

Importance of Rapport in Teacher-Student Relationship

Time: February 7, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: This article talks about the importance of teacher-student rapport in fostering a
positive learning environment. It highlights how mutual respect, empathy, and
effective communication improve student engagement, motivation, and overall
academic achievement, especially in EFL classrooms.

Presenter: Zulaykha Khaytbaeva
EFL teacher, MA student

Zoom Presentation

AI to Enhance Metacognition in Language Learning

Time: February 7, 1:30 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: This practice-oriented session explores how AI can support metacognitive
development in language learning. The speaker will illustrate classroom examples
where AI guides planning, monitoring, and reflection. A CELEX-UAM case shows
how AI, used as a metacognitive tutor, increases students’ motivation, confidence,
and meaningful engagement in the writing process.

Presenter: Ana Maria Mendoza Batista
Ana Maria Mendoza Batista is a Full-time Professor of English at Universidad
Autónoma Metropolitana–Iztapalapa, whose research explores Digital Teacher
Agency and the pedagogical integration of AI in language-learning environments.



Presenter: Melina Claudio Rojas
Melina Claudio is an English instructor with experience in both university and
corporate teaching. She has designed virtual courses using active methodologies
and developed an interest in AI in language teaching.

Presenter: Esperanza Teran Rayón
Esperanza Terán is a full-time Academic Technician and English instructor with
studies in Applied Linguistics and Neuroeducation, actively engaged in virtual
course development and pedagogical integration of AI in language teaching.

Teaching Tip

Authenticity Behind the Screen

Time: February 7, 1:30 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: Recently, online teaching is becoming more popular. While in a traditional
classroom a teacher can keep learners engaged in different interactive activities,
in online platform it appears to be challenging, due to many disturbing factors;
technology challenges, learning environment and restriction of the use of
authentic materials such as realia.

Presenter:  Lusine ISSAYAN 
Lusine Issayan is an ESL Teacher in AVC Language Academy. She holds a Masters
degree in Teaching English as a Foreign Language from the American University of
Armenia.

Teaching Tip

Enhancing Problem Solving through PBL

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 2:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: This presentation explores a seven-week Project-Based Learning (PBL) initiative
implemented in Qatar University’s English language classrooms. Centered on
environmental issues and technology in education, the project fosters students’
critical thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills through collaborative,
inquiry-driven stages that culminate in evidence-based solutions to real-world
sustainability challenges.

Presenter: Shamsa Al Rushaidi
Experienced English teacher and trainer with MA in TESOL from University of
Leeds, 30 years teaching, 5 years training experience, former HOD in Oman, and
faculty member at Qatar University.

Teaching Tip

The Art and Neuroscience of Teaching

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 2:30 PM



Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: This session shows how practical esthetics—simplicity, proportion, rhythm—and
key ideas from neuroscience can raise attention, memory, and motivation. By
combining beauty with brain-based tactics such as chunking, pacing, and low-
distraction routines, teachers learn to design calm, focused lessons and use a
toolkit that supports learning that lasts.

Presenter: Lusine Stepanyan
Lusine Stepanyan integrates aesthetics, neuroscience, and 25 years of English
teaching to design lively courses that strengthen memory, nuance, and
confidence.

Zoom Presentation

Analysis of Gender Bias in English Textbooks

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 2:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: This study explores gender representation in a Grade 9 English textbook used in
Turkey, using a computational analysis. Findings show near-balanced visibility but
persistent masculine-first structures, aesthetic framing of women, and action-
oriented portrayals of men. Results demonstrate subtle discursive patterns and the
value of AI for inclusive ELT material design.

Presenter: Sude Uygun
Sude Uyğun is an MA student at Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University, in the ELT
department ans her research interests are Computational Linguistics,
Computational Social Sciences, and ELT.

Practice-Oriented Session

Fostering Learner Agency through AI in ELT

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: As students shift from an external to an internal locus of control, this session
examines how AI and reflective practices shape learner agency. Drawing on
research and pedagogical strategies, it offers practical insights to help educators
foster autonomy, critical thinking, and sustained engagement in AI-enhanced
higher education.

Presenter: Edith Flahive
Edith Flahive, PhD, is a faculty member at the Higher Colleges of Technology. Her
research interests include teacher development, practitioner research, and
cognitive and sociocultural perspectives on learning.

Research-Oriented Session

ChatGPT Challenges in Education



Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: This study aims to explore ChatGPT’s challenges in education. The study employed
a survey to examine the degree of challenges faced by educators while their
students submit assignments. The research instrument investigated the
challenges of integrating ChatGPT into education as perceived by educators in
Oman.

Presenter: Omar Al Shibli
MA in Curriculums & Instructions

Presenter: Walaa Al Isaai
English Teacher at MoE, Oman. MA holder from SQU, Oman.

Practice-Oriented Session

Innovative Humanistic and Communicative Approaches in ESL

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: This presentation introduces three classroom activities that show humanistic,
communicative, and collaborative methods in ESL teaching. It is based on
Suggestopedia, Communicative Language Teaching, and collaborative learning
principles. The proposal highlights how relaxed environments, interaction, realia,
and teamwork improve speaking skills, motivation, and learner engagement.

Presenter: Madinaxon Xolmatova
Madinakhon Kholmatova is an ESL/EFL teacher at Tashkent International
University, Uzbekistan. Over five years, she has been engaged in independent
research exploring and implementing ESOL methods of language teaching.

Presenter: Gulrux Rahmonova
Gulrux Rahmonova is an ESL teacher specializing in ESOL teaching methods. She
presents on effective instructional strategies, learner-centered approaches, and
ways to enhance language development.

Research-Oriented Session

Empowering English Teachers Through TESOL’s Six Principles

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: This conference session introduces TESOL’s 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching
through interactive professional development activities. Participants will engage in
a Four Corners discussion and a Jigsaw Reading task to deepen their
understanding of learner-centered instruction. These strategies empower English
teachers to reflect on practice, strengthen collaboration, and improve classroom
decision-making.

Presenter: Ibodat Egamova
Ibodat Egamova is a graduate student of Ranch Technology University and English
language teacher at school #38 in Urgench district



Presenter: Feruza Masharipova
 Feruza Masharipova is an Associate professor at Urgench State University named
after Abu - Rayhan Biruni, in addition Feruza Masharipova is a Khorezm Regional
Alumni representative (RAR)

Research-Oriented Session

CDA of AI-generated ESL teaching material

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: This study employs critical discourse analysis to examine the pedagogical
assumptions in AI-generated ESL lesson plans. We systematically analyze a corpus
of 150 plans, focusing on linguistic features, activity types, and implicit power
dynamics to uncover the models of language learning and teaching constructed by
algorithmic tools.

Presenter: Shazia Ayyaz
Dr. Shazia Ayyaz is an Assistant Professor (PhD Linguistics). Her research and
teaching unite ELT, AI, and critical discourse analysis, emphasizing innovation,
critical thinking.

Research-Oriented Session

Exploring ChatGPT to Foster Vocabulary Development

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: The presenter shares her experience integrating ChatGPT into an English as a
Foreign Language classroom to enhance vocabulary learning. She describes how
undergraduate learners in the United Arab Emirates can use ChatGPT for
contextualized practice, reflection, and feedback. Participants gain practical
strategies to integrate artificial intelligence tools into vocabulary instruction.

Presenter: Necla Arlic
Necla Arlic is a university lecturer at Zayed University specializing in English for
Academic Purposes and Applied Linguistics, with extensive international teaching
experience and a strong interest in AI-supported language learning.

Special Session

From Access to Agency: Designing AI-Inclusive English Language
Classrooms through Universal Design for Learning (UD) (Featured
Session)

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: As artificial intelligence transforms educational spaces, English Language Teaching
(ELT) must move beyond using technology as a tool and instead adopt it to create



inclusive, empowering learning environments. This presentation explores how
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) can serve as a guiding framework for
integrating AI to support learner variability and promote equity in English language
classrooms. Drawing on action research with graduate student-teachers in the
M.Ed. program at the American University in Dubai, this session presents
classroom-based case studies where educators used AI tools, such as adaptive
text generators, multimodal translation, and speech-to-text, to remove linguistic
and cognitive barriers for diverse learners, including students of determination and
multilingual learners. The session concludes with a reflective framework for
teacher educators and ELT professionals to prepare teachers as inclusive
designers who can critically and ethically leverage AI to personalize learning while
maintaining human connection at the heart of language education.

Presenter: Nadera Alborno
Dr. Nadera Alborno is the Dean and Professor of Education at the American
University in Dubai (AUD). A compassionate researcher and advocate for inclusive
education, her work focuses on promoting access, equity, and justice by preparing
teachers for multicultural classrooms and advancing the rights of people with
disabilities. Since joining AUD in 2000, she has received the President’s Award for
Teaching Excellence and has championed initiatives such as the UAE Ministry of
Education’s “School for All” and the Stevens Initiative for virtual exchange. Her
research on teacher preparation, inclusion, and transformative learning is widely
published, and she is often called upon to advise on educational policy and
practice across the UAE and beyond.

Workshop

AI-Supported Reflective Professional Development for Educators

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: AI in education is often associated with classroom tasks and productivity. This
session explores how AI can support reflective professional development for
educators across K–12 and higher education. The presenter outlines a structured
framework that enables teachers and leaders to support sustained professional
growth and informed pedagogical decision-making.

Presenter: Oya Onguc
Oya Onguc is a senior English language educator and teacher trainer with over 30
years of experience. Her work centers on reflective practice, professional
development, and ethical integration of AI in

Research-Oriented Session

SRL and AI: Learners’ and Teachers’ Perceptions

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: Self-regulated learning (SLR) has gained increased importance in the age of AI. In
this session, the presenters will describe how Iranian ESL teens and teachers
perceive the use of AI in developing SRL skills, as well as the challenges both
groups face when implementing these strategies in learning and instruction

Presenter: Mahzad Ghayedi Karimi



Mahzad Ghayedi Karimi is an English teacher with a CELTA and a BA in Translation
Studies, with interests in AI in education, task-based language teaching, digital
literacy, and materials development.

Presenter: Namdar Namdari
Namdar Namdari is a senior English instructor at Sultan Qaboos University, Oman.
His research interests include genre analysis, materials development, and the
integration of artificial intelligence in language teaching.

Presenter: Mahsan Ghayedi Karimi
Mahsan Ghayedi Karimi is a senior instructor at Sultan Qaboos University, Oman.
She holds a Ph.D. in English Language Teaching. Her research focuses on
impoliteness, discourse analysis, and educational technology.

Workshop

MISINFORMATION IN AI ASSESSMENT TOOLS & SYSTEMS

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: AI-powered language assessment tools enhance education through efficiency and
personalization. However, concerns about accuracy, misinformation, and bias raise
questions about their reliability. This workshop explores the potential risks of AI-
driven evaluation, focusing on ethical implications, dataset biases, and the impact
of flawed AI-generated content in educational contexts.

Presenter: VINOD PILLAI
With 17 years of experience in teaching, Vinodkumar is currently working at UTAS,
Oman. His professional journey includes extensive experience in conducting
workshops and delivering presentations, both locally and internationally.

Special Session

AI in Action: Transforming Learning with Smart Digital Tools (Featured
Session)

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: Educators increasingly face the challenge of creating engaging, personalized
learning experiences while managing time constraints and diverse student needs.
This session presents a hands-on exploration of AI-powered digital tools that can
transform instruction and support learner engagement. Participants will interact
with tools including Canva Magic Studio, Quizizz AI, Padlet, Curipod,
MagicSchool.ai, and Diffit, each offering unique AI features such as automated
lesson creation, adaptive assessments, interactive polls, and content
differentiation.
The presenter will demonstrate how these tools can streamline lesson planning,
facilitate collaboration, and provide multimodal learning opportunities that
accommodate diverse learner profiles. Participants will engage in practical
exercises, generating sample materials, exploring AI-driven prompts, and
designing lesson components that leverage AI to foster creativity, critical thinking,



and inclusive learning. Through guided exploration, participants will discover
strategies to integrate AI tools seamlessly into classroom instruction and
professional development sessions. They will also receive ready-to-use examples
and adaptable templates to implement immediately in their own teaching
contexts. The session emphasizes active experimentation, allowing attendees to
reflect on how AI can enhance both learner participation and instructional
efficiency. This session is intended for educators, instructional designers, and
trainers seeking practical ways to integrate AI into teaching and learning. By the
end, participants will gain confidence in selecting appropriate tools, designing
interactive lessons, and using AI to differentiate instruction, making learning more
engaging, accessible, and effective.

Presenter: Hind Elyas
Hind is an English Instructor at Alfalak Company in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
She is actively involved in professional development and serves in multiple
leadership roles, including:
• Member of the IATEFL Global Issues Special Interest Group
• Issues Month Coordinator
• Member of the TESOL International Membership Council
• Conference Co-Chair at KSAALT TESOL
• Founding member of TESOL Conferences, the TESOL International affiliate in the
UAE

Her notable achievements include being selected as a TESOL International 2021
Leadership Mentoring Program Award recipient, a TESOL International Convention
Ambassador, and a virtual convention ambassador. She was also chosen as a
member of the TESOL International 60th Anniversary Advisory Group and
contributed to the planning of TESOL Conferences’ 20th anniversary and upcoming
30th international conference. In addition, Hind is a recurring guest on the TESOL
International Podcast series “Know Your Learners.” Beyond TESOL, she serves as a
British Council ELTon Awards Judge and previously worked as a National
Geographic Advisor for the development of a new academic skills series (2020).
Hind’s former leadership roles include Executive Secretary of Africa ELTA, Acting
Vice President of TESOL Sudan, and Professional Development Coordinator at
KSAALT TESOL. Her research interests focus on student engagement,
differentiation, and 21st-century teaching and employability skills.

Teaching Tip

Reinventing Online English Teaching With Intelligent AI

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: This session looks at how intelligent AI can genuinely support teachers and
learners in online English classes. We’ll explore simple, practical ways AI can ease
teachers’ workload, personalize learning, and spark richer interaction while
keeping human connection at the heart of every lesson. Participants will leave with
interesting ideas.

Presenter: Fenya Grigoryan
A passionate educator committed to empowering students through creative and
engaging teaching methods. Believes in the transformative power of education to
inspire future leaders.

Research-Oriented Session



The Power of Teacher Self-reflection

Time: February 7, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: The session deals with teacher self-reflection as a powerful tool enhancing the
effectiveness of English language teaching. It presents the research results of a
multiple case study carried out in Slovakia with qualified and experienced primary
and secondary school non-native English language teachers self-reflecting on their
online classroom teacher talk.

Presenter: Andrea Dawson
Dr. Andrea Dawson, PhD. teaches at the Faculty of Civil Engineering of the Slovak
University of Technology in Bratislava, Slovakia and is an experienced and keen
teacher trainer and presenter.

Teaching Tip

Engaging GenZ Readers Through Competition and Incentives

Time: February 7, 2:30 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: Gen Z students often view academic reading as tedious. This teaching tip shows
how structured competition and small bonus grades significantly boost motivation
and engagement. Participants experience a practical classroom model and learn
ready-to-use strategies for transforming routine reading tasks into energizing,
collaborative challenges that students enjoy and willingly complete.

Presenter: Raja Mallek Bahloul
Raja Mallek Bahloul earned her Master’s from Cornell University. She has been
teaching for more than 25 years. Her areas of research include teaching
vocabulary and innovative teaching strategies.

Zoom Presentation

Flip, Click, and Collaborate: Teaching with Padlet

Time: February 7, 2:30 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: Digitalization and innovation in education, prepare students for success in the
digital age. The workshop aims to introduce impact of digital affordances, by
implementing Mobile Assisted language learning (MALL) in college classrooms,
which can substantially promote student-centered learning environment within a
flipped classroom approach.

Presenter: Yevette Mathew
Yevette Mathew is an spearheading educator and researcher with an experience of
over two decades. She has presented papers at both National and International
levels which is a significant achievement.

Teaching Tip



Task-Based Learning in the AI Era

Time: February 7, 2:30 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: This presentation revisits Task-Based Learning as a flexible, cross-disciplinary
learning design approach for the AI era. It explores how well-designed tasks
promote meaningful engagement, collaboration, and learning in action, while also
offering a potential response to emerging challenges around assessment
authenticity.

Presenter: Nazila Motahari
eneral Studies lecturer at Higher Colleges of Technology in Abu Dhabi with over 30
years of teaching experience. Passionate about new technologies and AI,
enhancing education through innovation.

Zoom Presentation

Adopting Generative AI in Arab Higher Education

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 3:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: The presenter introduces a mixed-methods study exploring how English language
educators in Arab higher education perceive and integrate generative artificial
intelligence. She explains how technology acceptance and critical applied
linguistics frameworks guide the research and share insights from the pilot phase,
offering strategies for equitable and context-sensitive ELT integration.

Presenter: Enas Fadaly
PhD candidate Enas Fadaly investigates generative AI, cultural mediation, and
multilingual learning, informed by her work as a UN Arabic translator and Arabic
language instructor for U.S. State Department diplomats.

Discussion Group

AI in education: Student perspectives

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: Most educators have strong personal beliefs about how we should or shouldn’t be
using AI in our classes. But what do students think? In this unique session,
undergraduate students are invited to explain their educational experiences with
AI, and answer your questions regarding which approaches have worked (and
why).

Presenter: David Knott
Dr. David Knott has taught English for over two decades. A senior instructor at the
American University of Sharjah, his research interests include cross-cultural
teaching, new-faculty induction, and teacher cognition.

Practice-Oriented Session



Who wrote it best? Undergrad versus machine

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: AI text creeps into the composition classroom. In this session, the presenters
introduce an instructional approach focused on critical engagement with AI and
raising awareness of authorial identity and voice. In the session, participants
become students and are guided through the comparative analysis of authentic
student text and AI-generated text.

Presenter: Kate Moore
Kate Moore is an English instructor at the American University of Ras Al Khaimah in
the United Arab Emirates.

Presenter: Liane Jeschull
Ms. Liane Jeschull is a Senior Instructor of English at AURAK. She has more than 20
years of international experience teaching composition, professional
communication, EAP, and linguistics.

Presenter: Gulbahor Amirova
Ms. Gulbahor Amirova is a DELTA-qualified English language Senior Instructor at
AURAK with over 20 years of global teaching experience. She specializes in EAP,
Composition, and Public Speaking.

Research-Oriented Session

Gemini-generated Complaint Emails: Potentials and Limitations

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: If they must complain in writing, ESL learners may use AI to generate complaint
emails for efficiency. However, do Ai-generated complaint emails reflect what is
linguistically considered appropriate complaint in English? How do they compare to
human-written complaint emails? Are they effective as a pedagogic tool for
teaching pragmatic competence?

Presenter: Afrah Ali
Afrah Ali is an Assistant Professor at the Arab Open University-Bahrain. She has
been involved in TESOL for 15 years. Her research interests include linguistic
politeness, pragmatics, and teaching writing.

Presenter: Alexandra Covaci
Alexandra Covaci, an English language assistant, has 20 years of international
teaching experience and a Masters in TESOL. She researches the impact of AI on
language student motivation (Doctorate level-thesis).

Research-Oriented Session

From Hand to Interface: Reassessing Writing

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 104



Abstract: This session explores the reintroduction of handwritten examinations as a
response to AI and plagiarism concerns. Drawing on multiliteracies theory, it
explores what handwriting reveals about the form and meaning relationship and
invites educators to consider approaches that value students’ abilities to think,
design, and communicate in AI-enhanced learning environments.

Presenter: Neil Johnson
Neil Johnson is an Assistant Professor of English at Abu Dhabi Polytechnic where he
teaches a range of English for academic Purposes courses.

Workshop

Teaching English Skills with Animated Folktales

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: The presentation aims to demonstrate how animated folktales in English with
subtitles can effectively develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills
among speakers of other languages. As culturally relatable and multisensory
materials, animated folktales can engage learners’ interest, encourage
participation, and significantly enhance the effectiveness of the English language
learning.

Presenter: Paritosh Chandra Dugar
Dr. Paritosh Chandra Dugar, former Professor of English and Principal of a
postgraduate college in Rajasthan, India, has actively participated in various
TESOL and ELT conferences in India and abroad.

Research-Oriented Session

AI-Enhanced Design Thinking Approach in ELT

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: The integration of AI tools and the Design Thinking approach empowers
pedagogues to create innovative language tutoring experiences. Findings indicate
that AI is capable of the following activities: analyzing learners’ needs; providing
multiple activity ideas within a short period, while engaging educators in the
decision-making process through prototyping lessons

Presenter: Salsabil El Kamili
Salsabil Al Kamili is a qualified ESL teacher with over four years of experience in
teaching adult learners. She possesses extensive knowledge of using diverse
teaching methods and creative activities to

Presenter: Safoura Navarifarmad
Dr. Safoura Navari is a highly regarded educational specialist, university lecturer,
researcher, and consultant with an impressive career spanning over twenty years
across the public and private sectors, nationally and internationally.

Practice-Oriented Session



AI Unlocking Critical Core Skills in TESOL

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: This session demonstrates how AI can surface the human skills essential for
effective English communication through a Critical Core Skills framework.
Participants will see how AI-generated behavioural insights make communication
skills visible and teachable, enabling English teachers to strengthen learners’
listening, collaboration, empathy, and persuasive capability with greater precision
and

Presenter: Shivani Bahl
Shivani Bahl is an ELT and communication specialist with over two decades of
experience across the UAE, KSA, Singapore and India, designing learning
programmes focused on learner development and real-world skills.

Research-Oriented Session

AI and EFL Exam Preparation

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: This study examines EFL teachers’ adoption of AI tools in exam preparation
practices in Saudi universities. Sixty-one EFL teachers from two universities in
Saudi Arabia participated in this study via an online survey. The findings
ascertained that AI tools were commonly used for exam preparation.

Presenter: Abdulelah Alkhateeb
Abdulelah Alkhateeb is an associate professor of English studies and the
Chairperson of the Department of English Language at King Saud bin Abdulaziz
University for Health Sciences.

Practice-Oriented Session

Future Perspectives of Artificial Intelligence in English

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: This study examines future perspectives of artificial intelligence in English
language teaching emphasizing its impact on pedogogical practices, teachers roles
and learner engagement. It reviews key AI applications and challenges, arguing
that pedogogically informed AI integration can enhance instructional
effectiveness,personalize learning and support sustainable innavation in language
education.

Presenter: Shokhidakhon Kurbanova
I am Kurbanova Shokhida associate professor of Andijan branch of Kokand
Univesity.

Workshop



AI-Supported Project-Based Assessment in EFL

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: The presenters illustrate how artificial intelligence (AI) facilitates project-based
learning as an engaging, autonomy-enhancing substitute for conventional
assessment in EFL classrooms. They lead attendees through AI-supported tasks
that foster reflection, engagement, and tailored language acquisition. Participants
will have acquired structured frameworks, scaffolds, ethical guidelines, and
techniques for implementing AI-supported projects.

Presenter: Azizabonu Ziyodullaeva
English instructor with university-level teaching experience and a focus on
communicative, student-centered learning. She holds an MA in TESL and a
Bachelor’s degree in English Language and Literature, and TEFL certification.

Presenter:  Dilnozahon Boymirzayeva 
An EFL teacher with 27 years of experience and more than 9 years as an
international teacher trainer. Awarded with TESOL, TEFL and TEYL certificates.
Completed MA at the Webster University

Presenter: Zukhra Khakimova
The presenter is an English instructor specializing in TESOL, with experience
teaching multilingual learners and designing communicative, learner-centered
curricula.

Presenter:  Ranoxon Hikmatova
Senior lecturer, book translator and a passionate educator with more than 5 years
of teaching experince. English language instructor holding an MA in TESOL from
Westminster University.

Practice-Oriented Session

Classroom Eclectic Strategies with AI, Digital Tools

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: A practical session demonstrating how Communicative Language Teaching can be
combined with AI tools, learner-friendly corpora, and mobile activities. Participants
experience hands-on tasks that they can immediately apply to build
communication, accuracy, and learner autonomy through a hybrid, eclectic
approach.

Presenter: Durdona Pulatova
Durdona Pulatova is an ESP/ EFL and CELTA holder, an associate professor. Her
research area is language teaching, corpus linguistics, and corpus pedagogy, and
she has published several textbooks and articles

Presenter: Gulnoz Maqsudova 
Gulnoz Olimovna is an associate professor at the Uzbekistan National Pedagogical
University. She has published several textbooks and articles about Integrative
teaching of language. Her research area includes integration, language teaching.

Special Session



Beyond Frameworks: AI and Growth Mindsets for Purpose-Aligned
Career Path Development in TESOL (Featured Session)

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: With the evolving professional landscapes and technological advancements,
TESOL professionals have focused on optimizing the learning experience. Through
learner-centered approaches, instructors have continuously sought to improve
proficiency and literacy in the English language classroom. Career path
development (CPD) has been redefined in the post-digital transformation, as
remote work raised concerns related to academic well-being, paving the ground
for holistic needs such as personal fulfillment and professional success. In
navigating the digital transformation, academia has adopted growth mindsets for
continuous professional development by implementing organizational coaching.
This presentation explores the convergence of (CPD), both self-directed and AI-
driven, growth mindsets, and coaching principles aligned with coaching standards
to stimulate purpose-aligned career development in TESOL. Beyond viewing career
advancement as a formalistic framework, the presenter will highlight the value of a
humanistic approach with the coaching experience. Theoretical frameworks for
professional development are juxtaposed with self-directed coaching in personal
branding. Evoking awareness, embodying a mindset that facilitates growth in
partnership with related stakeholders are key principles for coaching. Mindsets are
shifting from closed professional development to more inclusive CPD, AI-assisted
for self-actualization.

Presenter: Yousra Ferchichi
Yousra Ferchichi is a TESOL professional specializing in Cross-Cultural Studies in
English. She is CELTA qualified, a DELTA candidate, a TESOL trainer, certified ICF,
and a yoga and mindfulness coach. She is accredited as an auditor for Quality in
Educational Programs and Training Institutions by ALECSO and has been active in
ELT since 2009. Currently, she teaches at Université Paris Dauphine, Campus
Tunis. Yousra served as TEFL Kuwait’s Media and PR Manager from 2022 to 2023
and as a member of the Steering Committee of TESOL CALL-IS (Computer Assisted
Language Learning) at the TESOL International Association. She founded the Ikigai
and Kaizen podcasts and chaired TEFL Kuwait’s Partnerships for Sustainable
Education PSE SDGs SIG. Yousra integrates ICF coaching into her teaching and
trains professionals to incorporate coaching practices and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals into their fields. As a public speaker, Yousra facilitates the
coaching experience of many clients in academia and corporate organizations.
Yousra was a jury member and academic advisor at various educational and
entrepreneurship competitions and events, such as with Oxford University Press
and ENACTUS, respectively. Yousra is currently the AIDT SIG Founder and Chair at
TESOL Conferences, previously TESOL Arabia, and the Vice President Membership
at Dubai Legends Toastmasters Club.

Special Session

EdTech Speed Connect (AIDT SIG Zone Networking Session 1)

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: EdTech Speed Connect is a structured networking activity designed to encourage
professional dialogue and idea-sharing. Using guided prompts such as “One digital
tool that transformed my teaching” or “One tech challenge I’m currently facing,”
participants will rotate and exchange insights in short, focused conversations. This



activity supports community building within the AIDT SIG.

Presenter: Moderator Boris Penkov
Dr. Boris V. Penkov is a distinguished linguist, author, and educational leader
dedicated to advancing language teaching in the digital age. A Fulbright Alumnus
and Executive Council member for US Exchange Alumni in Russia, he has
conducted influential research on US and UK secondary education systems,
offering a strong cross-cultural perspective on pedagogy and institutional
discourse.

An expert-level K–12 teacher and Associate Professor in Moscow, he bridges
linguistic theory with classroom practice. He is the author of key works on
Stylistics and Discourse Analysis, connecting scholarship to effective teaching
methodology.

Dr. Penkov has held senior academic leadership roles, including Vice President for
Discipline and Quality and Department Chair at leading private universities in
Moscow, with a proven record of systemic improvement and academic excellence.
He also supervises graduate research in methodology, translation, and linguistics,
mentoring future educators.

His current research explores the integration of AI and digital tools in language
education, focusing on their impact on pedagogical interaction and communicative
competence.

Workshop

Bridging Pedagogy and Technology: SARSing with AI

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: This workshop aims to equip teachers with the knowledge and skills to craft artistic
lesson plans that leverage AI tools, utilizing five critical thinking strategies to
promote originality and empathy. Participants will learn about practical, essential
tools of critical thinking and engage in hands-on activities to create AI-enhanced
lesson plans.

Presenter: Tina Rafidi
Tina holds a Ph.D. in curriculum and EFL instruction from Ain Shams University in
Egypt. She currently serves as an assistant professor of TEFL in the Department of
Languages and Translation,

Research-Oriented Session

Edmodo-Based Blended Learning for Writing Improvement

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: This study investigates the impact of the Edmodo blended learning model on
Grade 11 Omani EFL students’ writing achievement. Using a writing test and a
perception questionnaire, results show improvements in content, organization, and



grammar. Students viewed Edmodo positively, highlighting implications for
integrating blended learning to enhance writing instruction in

Presenter: Walaa Rashid AL-Isaee
An Omani EFL teacher dedicated to enhancing students’ overall English language
proficiency and exploring technology-enhanced learning tools to support effective,
engaging, and innovative language instruction.

Poster Session

Time: February 7, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): EMBA Hall

Special Session

Humanising the Digital Classroom ( Day 1 Plenary 2)

Time: February 7, 4:00 PM – 4:45 PM

Room(s): Auditorium

Abstract: The rapid integration of technology in English Language Teaching (ELT) often
raises concerns about the loss of human connection, presenting a critical juncture
for pedagogical philosophy. This session explores the essential intersection of
humanistic principles and AI integration. It contends that the true potential of AI is
not in automating instruction, but in augmenting human connection. Technology
should serve as a powerful tool to foster more personalised and empathetic
learning environments. By leveraging AI for personalized learning pathways and
administrative tasks, educators are freed to focus on fostering empathy, critical
thinking, and a supportive classroom community. The session argues for a human-
centric approach capable of ethically and effectively harnessing AI, ensuring
technology serves to deepen, not depersonalize, the language learning
experience.

Presenter: Okon Effiong
Dr. Okon Effiong is an English lecturer at Qatar University. He obtained his PhD in
Applied Linguistics from Southampton University, United Kingdom. He is the
President-elect of TESOL International Association and the Founder of Africa
English Language Teachers Association. Okon has several peer-reviewed
publications and co-edited a few book volumes. He has also given numerous
presentations at internationally recognised ELT conferences. Okon is a recipient of
2024 British Council ELTons Award for Outstanding Achievement.

Recognition of 30@30 Awards

Time: February 7, 4:45 PM – 5:00 PM

Room(s): Auditorium



February 8, 2026

Registration Day 2

Time: February 8, 8:30 AM – 9:00 AM

Room(s): Auditorium

Special Session

The Distraction of English, The Agency of Educators: (Re)Negotiating
Interculturality in TESOL (Day 2 Plenary 1 )

Time: February 8, 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Room(s): Auditorium

Abstract: In postcolonial contexts where the ex-colonial language was French, Spanish, or
Russian, etc, the push for English may function as a subtle technology of
distraction. This plenary argues that framing English as a simple, neutral and
effective solution to complex educational problems diverts attention from deeper,
systemic issues. Using the case of Morocco, where English is politically
instrumentalised as a decolonial break from French, I will illustrate how this focus
on language obscures root causes such as inadequate infrastructure, classroom
overcrowding, teacher precarity, and policy or reform inconsistency. This not only
perpetuates a form of linguistic colonialism by replacing one dominant language
with another but also sidelines local knowledge and epistemologies. The result is
superficial interculturality, prescribed by mainstream literature and detached from
students lived realities.
Moving beyond this critique, the plenary proposes a generative alternative:
repositioning educators as active agents of epistemic change. Rather than
delivering pre-packaged intercultural content, teachers can become knowledge
producers who critically engage with Southern ways of knowing. We will explore
practical avenues for educators to (re)negotiate interculturality, integrating
marginalised voices and local perspectives into their pedagogy. This shift can
enable teachers to move beyond the distraction of English and actively co-
construct a more pluralistic and epistemically diverse future for TESOL.

Presenter: Hamza R’boul
Hamza R’boul is a Fellow at the Centre for Higher Education Leadership and Policy
Studies (CHELPS) at The Education University of Hong Kong and a PhD Supervisor
at the University of Helsinki. Recognised as a Stanford-Elsevier Top 2% Most-Cited
Scientist (2025), his research critically examines the intersections of power,
knowledge, language and culture in education.
His scholarly work includes authored books such as Postcolonial Challenges to
Theory and Practice in ELT and TESOL (Routledge, 2023) and Education in
Morocco: Complexities, Aspirations and Recent Developments (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2024). His recent editorial work features volumes like Intercultural
Communication Education and Research in the Middle East and North Africa
(Routledge, 2025) and African Epistemologies for Criticality, Decoloniality and
Interculturality (Routledge, 2025). The research of Dr. R boul is also published in
leading journals, including Applied Linguistics, TESOL Quarterly, Compare: A
Journal of Comparative and International Education and the International Journal of
Educational Research.



His research interests span intercultural communication education, decolonial and
Southern epistemologies, the cultural politics of language teaching, and higher
education in the Global South.

Zoom Presentation

The Challenge of Subjectivity in EFL Assessment

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 10:30 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: While assessment in general is not immune to subjectivity, EFL assessment
involves objectivity and subjectivity. Since assessment and feedback are crucial to
improving L2 teaching and learning, this qualitative study explores the EFL student
teachers’ cognitive and emotional challenges associated with assessment and
feedback in terms of subjectivity and vulnerability.

Presenter: Juan de Dios Martínez Agudo
Prof. Dr Juan de Dios Martínez Agudo is Associate Professor of TESOL and Teacher
Education at the Faculty of Education and Psychology of the University of
Extremadura in Spain.

Workshop

Multimodal Writing: Enhancing Creativity and Language Learning

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: Traditional EFL writing instruction often deals with a text, which can reduce
students’ creativity, engagement, and digital literacy. Multimodal writing, which
combines text, images, and sound, offers a learner-centered approach, providing
authentic communication and digital literacy, and also promotes rich self-
expression and more impactful learning experiences across diverse educational
contexts.

Presenter: Elnara Gulieva
Elnara Gulieva, Adjunct Professor in Webster University’s MA TESOL program, has
24+ years of experience in education, specializing in linguistics, sociolinguistics,
instructional methods, grammar teaching, and materials development.

Presenter: Dilnoza Dekhkanova
Dilnoza Dehkanova, Adjunct Faculty of Webster University’s MA TESOL program in
Tashkent, has 24 years’ teaching experience in linguistics, materials development,
lesson planning, and related courses.

Research-Oriented Session

Helpful or Harmful? Navigating AI-Supported Learning

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM



Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: This session presents findings from a research study on students’ perceptions of
ChatGPT in higher education. It examines perceived benefits, concerns, and
implications for teaching practice, offering practical recommendations and
approaches for ethically integrating AI tools that uphold student learning and
academic standards.

Presenter: Nabiha El Khatib
Dr. Nabiha El Khatib holds a Ph.D. in applied linguistics, with research experience
in eye tracking, communication, artificial intelligence in education, and
pragmatics.

Presenter: Tina Jaber Rafidi
Tina Jaber Rafidi, Ph.D. in Curriculum and EFL Instruction, is an Assistant Professor
in TEFL at the Department of Languages and Translation at Birzeit University.

Research-Oriented Session

Differentiated Instruction Empowers Reading: Meta-Analytic Gateway

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: Meta-analysis of 56 studies (2011–2024) reveals reading comprehension as the
highest-leverage literacy outcome for differentiated instruction in multilingual ELT.
Strongest effects in EFL settings (g=1.42) and secondary education (g=1.44).
Identifies evidence-based DI practices grounded in the framework of Tomlinson,
CALP, and UDL.

Presenter: Mary Anne Sedanza
Dr. Mary Anne Caliwan Sedanza, LPT, PhD (Leyte Normal University) researches
differentiated instruction and reading comprehension in multilingual ELT,
advancing quality education through evidence-based practices and SDG 4.

Research-Oriented Session

Contextualized Transactional English

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: This presentation explores how context shapes understanding in spoken and
written English-as-a-lingua-franca (ELF) in the UAE. Analyzing transactional English
in Dubai, Sharjah, and Al Ain, it highlights how cultural, social, and situational cues
guide comprehension. Practical implications for designing contextualized ELF
materials and classroom strategies are discussed.

Presenter: Hedi Najafi 
Dr. Hedi Najafi, a former Arizona State University faculty member, researches
classroom practices, multilingualism, and language policy. She has published
scholarly work, presented internationally, and now teaches at AUAF.



Presenter: Betty Lanteigne
Dr. Betty Lanteigne has taught ESL/EFL in USA/Middle East/Eastern Europe for 24
years, researches/publishes about sociolinguistics/language assessment, teaches
language assessment and research methods in MATESOL program, LCC
International University.

Research-Oriented Session

Analysing Engineering Students' 'Meetings' with AI Chatbots

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: Based on classroom data, the presenter examines how engineering students
seeking funding interact with an investor-role chatbot and identifies where and
why they drift off-topic. Highlighting common patterns of vague, irrelevant, or
fragmented responses, he discusses how practitioners can support learners in
producing more focused and professionally effective chatbot-mediated
communication.

Presenter: Daniel Portman
Dr Daniel Portman teaches English for Purposes of International Communication
(EPIC) to engineering students. His pedagogical and research interests include the
use of AI in facilitating autonomous learning.

Research-Oriented Session

Awareness and Practice of Inclusivity and Accommodations

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: This study investigates the current state of Diversity, Inclusion, and
Accommodation (DIA) awareness and implementation among faculty and Masters
level students at Westminster International University in Tashkent (WIUT).

Presenter: Gulnoza Kamilova 
Gulnoza Kamilova is an educator with over 20 years of teaching experience across
the UK, UAE, and Oman, currently serving as a Lecturer at Westminster
International University in Tashkent.

Research-Oriented Session

Peacebuilding in the English Language Classroom

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: This talk is about peacebuilding in TESOL and how teachers can build peace in
their English language classrooms. The presenter will share insights from a
research project, focusing on pedagogies to build intercultural peace in the Middle
East and North Africa.



Presenter: Lone Bendixen Goulani
Lone Bendixen Goulani is a senior lecturer at the University of Kurdistan Hewler.
Her research interests include EAP, intercultural communication and peacebuilding
in TESOL.

Practice-Oriented Session

Empowering Teachers to Begin Teaching Online

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: Online teaching is about freedom, creativity, and professional growth. The
presenter will show teachers how to begin their online journey through an effective
method combining recorded lessons and live discussions. Participants will leave
inspired, and equipped with practical tools to transform their teaching from
traditional classes to effective online learning.

Presenter: Diyora Salimova
Diyora Salimova is an online English teacher with experience teaching young
learners and adults. She has presented at TESOL Tashkent and specialises in
empowering teachers to use digital tools effectively.

Workshop

Hacking AI for Human Intercultural Skill

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: This workshop reveals how to hack artificial intelligence to build the most human
skills of all: intercultural empathy and adaptability. The presenter provides a
powerful framework to transform AI into a dynamic simulation partner. Educators
leave with actionable strategies to move students beyond facts and into authentic,
nuanced global communication.

Presenter: Lylia Yefsah 
Lylia YEFSAH is a language educator and researcher dedicated to empowering
teachers with innovative, AI-enhanced frameworks for developing intercultural
competence in digital learning environments.

Research-Oriented Session

7 Years Transforming Uzbekistan:Webster MA TESOL Journey

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: This presentation highlights the development, growth, and national impact of
Webster University’s MA TESOL Program since 2018. Participants will explore
enrollment trends, graduate outcomes, and the program’s role in shaping teacher
professionalism, assessment literacy, and English-language teaching quality across
Uzbekistan’s higher education system.



Presenter: Dilafruz Abdumajidova
Dilafruz Abdumajidova is an educator, teacher trainer, and associate professor at
the MA TESOL Program of Webster University in Tashkent.

Presenter: Oybek Imomov
Dr. Oybek Imomov is a dean of the undergraduate and graduate programs of the
Webster University in Tashkent; he served as a MA TESOL coordinator and a
teacher at MA TESOL.

Presenter: Nilufar Tillayeva
Nilufar Tillayeva is an educator, teacher trainer, and associate professor at the MA
TESOL Program of Webster University in Tashkent.

Presenter: Guzal Irgasova
Guzal Irgashova is an educator, teacher trainer, and associate professor at the MA
TESOL Program of Webster University in Tashkent.

Special Session

Unconference: Share, Connect, Grow (Special Session)

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: Step beyond the traditional schedule! This Unconference session is your open
space to shape the conversation. Whether you’re formally presenting at the main
conference or not, this is your informal platform to share a burning idea, pilot
project, or emerging research related to empowering learners with AI.

We’ll begin by collaboratively building the agenda in real-time. Propose a topic,
lead a discussion, or gather feedback—the focus is on peer-driven dialogue and
practical exchange. It’s a unique opportunity to connect deeply with fellow
practitioners in a dynamic, participant-led format.

Every contributing participant will receive a certificate of involvement. Come with
your curiosity, your challenges, and your
insights. Let’s learn from each other!

Presenter: Boris Penkov
Dr. Boris V. Penkov is a distinguished linguist, author, and educational leader
dedicated to advancing language teaching in the digital age. A Fulbright Alumnus
and Executive Council member for US Exchange Alumni in Russia, he has
conducted influential research on US and UK secondary education systems,
offering a strong cross-cultural perspective on pedagogy and institutional
discourse.

An expert-level K–12 teacher and Associate Professor in Moscow, he bridges
linguistic theory with classroom practice. He is the author of key works on
Stylistics and Discourse Analysis, connecting scholarship to effective teaching
methodology.

Dr. Penkov has held senior academic leadership roles, including Vice President for
Discipline and Quality and Department Chair at leading private universities in
Moscow, with a proven record of systemic improvement and academic excellence.
He also supervises graduate research in methodology, translation, and linguistics,
mentoring future educators.

His current research explores the integration of AI and digital tools in language
education, focusing on their impact on pedagogical interaction and communicative



competence.

Special Session

Putting Programming to Work: Creating TESOL Tasks with Google
Colab and Digital Portfolios (AIDT SIG Zone Presentation 3)

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: This session introduces participants to practical, teacher-friendly uses of Google
Colab and digital portfolios for TESOL. Participants will explore how simple coding
environments and portfolio tools can be used to create language-learning tasks,
automate exercises, and showcase learner output. No prior programming
experience is required; the focus is on meaningful classroom applications rather
than technical depth.

Presenter: Mahmoud Dahroug
Mahmoud Dahroug, English instructor at ADNOC Technical Academy, taught in
Egypt, UAE, and USA. Bachelor’s in English, teaching diploma and master’s in
education management. Passionate about language and student impact.

Practice-Oriented Session

Ethical AI Use in Multilingual ELT

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: This session examines ethical and critical issues surrounding AI use in multilingual
ELT classrooms through a case study from Abu Dhabi Polytechnic. It highlights
equity, academic integrity, access, and teacher responsibility when integrating AI
in global higher education contexts.

Presenter: Bashar Abu Shunnar
Dr. Bashar Abu Shunnar is an Assistant Professor of English and English Team
Coordinator at Abu Dhabi Polytechnic, focusing on AI integration, assessment, and
learner engagement in multilingual higher education.

Teaching Tip

Writing Feedback using Customized GPTs

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: This session introduces a customized GPT agent that personalizes writing support.
Students upload drafts, receive scaffolded prompts, and use AI for targeted
editing, reflection, and skill-building. Teachers will learn practical ways to guide
learners toward their weakest areas.



Presenter: Iman Shehadeh
An English Lead Teacher and MA TESOL candidate, who focuses on curriculum
development, assessment design, instructional coaching, and enhancing student
outcomes through evidence-based practices

Research-Oriented Session

Eroding Autonomy: Discrimination in Material Selection

Time: February 8, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: A reflective thematic analysis conducted via MAXQDA revealed that these teachers
encounter significant discriminatory barriers in materials selection and use,
resulting in a demonstrable erosion of their professional autonomy. The primary
drivers for this loss of control were identified as restrictive institutional policies and
insufficient support for adapting educational content

Presenter: Kaveh Jalilzadeh
Kaveh Jalilzadeh is a PhD holder working for Istanbul University Cerrahpasa. His
interest areas are language assessment, teacher emotions, and teacher education.

Presenter: Mehmet sengul
Mehmet holds a PHD in applied linguistics, and he works for Hacı Bayram Veli
University in Ankara.

Zoom Presentation

Investigating Language Corpora for Effective Grammar Development

Time: February 8, 10:30 AM – 11:00 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: This study uses Data-Driven Learning to build learners’ grammar skills through
guided exploration of language corpora. The presenter will outline how a
longitudinal project with pre-intermediate EFL learners in Armenia improved
grammatical competence and retention, and will highlight which grammar areas
responded most effectively to the DDL approach.

Presenter: Lilit Avetisyan
Lilit Avetisyan (PhD in Applied Linguistics from MIC, University of Limerick, Ireland)
has worked as an English Language Instructor with a number of organizations. Her
research centres on Applied Linguistics.

Zoom Presentation

Unlearning Bias: Democratizing English Language Teaching

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 11:30 AM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: This presentation of decolonizing English language teaching tackles a timely and
pressing issue related to profoundly inherent and biased linguistic hierarchies such



as the native versus the non-native English teacher, the constant attempt to
exclude eastern culture in textbooks, and label local varieties and accents as
inferior to standard English.

Presenter: Diana Hadi
Associate Professor of Applied lLnguistics with 23 years of teaching experience,
research, publications, and college entrance exams development. My motto is:
Test what you teach; continuous assessment is transformative.

Presenter: Zeinab Hussein
A full time instructor of English Language at Phoenicia University with 4+ years of
experience. The latest degree I received is an MA in English Studies from
København University-Dk.

Special Session

The 10 Ps of ELT: A Reflection (Featured Session)

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: The field of marketing refers to the 7 Ps: product, price, place, promotion, people,
process, and physical evidence. In this session I appropriate, refocus, and further
expand on these Ps to identify what it means to be an ELT professional. Why
should my story be told? Well, we all have stories to tell, and in our profession,
more and more practitioners are starting to publish their fascinating stories.
Among its ups and downs, our profession provides an array of opportunities to
contribute to society and have amazing experiences while doing so. Via anecdotal
experiences that will hopefully resonate, this session aims to provide insights into
what to expect if you are thinking about joining the profession, have joined it in
recent years, are in mid-career looking for a change, or indeed are where I now am
- that is, nearing the end of a career and wondering how I can impart humble
wisdom and recommendations on to others. As an attendee, you are invited to
apply these 10 Ps to your own lived experiences and future plans to aid in
navigating your current and future career. And who knows? Maybe soon you will
start to consider telling their own story...

Presenter: Michael King
Mick King has worked in TESOL for 35+ years and has also taught education and
management. His teaching has ranged from teaching young learners to
supervising Masters dissertations and teacher training. Aside from teaching, he
has also chaired departments and been divisional dean. His early career
experiences in Europe included running a language academy, but the last 25 years
have been spent in the Arabian Gulf tertiary sector. He holds an EdD in TESOL, an
M.Sc. in Educational Management in TESOL, and two postgraduate certificates in
higher education. He has received a teaching fellowship from Middlesex University,
UK, for his contributions to teaching and learning throughout his career. He also
received a professional service award from TESOL Arabia (now TESOL
Conferences) for his voluntary work with the organization. This work has included
(co)-organizing (international) conferences and local events, coordinating special
interest groups across the UAE, and presenting at the organization’s events as well
as providing articles for its various publications. He has disseminated his research
further via journal articles and book chapters and delivered conference
presentations including plenary and featured sessions in the region and beyond.
Recent years have seen him start to take on more consultancy work. He has
recently semi-retired. Full retirement is currently off the cards as he loves teaching
too much.



Research-Oriented Session

Exploring cognitive engagement with written feedback revision

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: Despite decades of research, how students cognitively process written corrective
feedback (WCF) remains unclear. This study combines linguistic analysis and eye-
tracking to examine attention and revision patterns across direct, underlined, and
metalinguistic feedback. It also compares teacher-written and AI-generated
feedback, offering insights for more effective, evidence-based writing instruction.

Presenter: Khaled Karim 
Khaled Karim, Associate Professor of English at AUD, holds a PhD in Applied
Linguistics. He researches L2 acquisition, writing strategies, and written corrective
feedback, with 20+ years teaching internationally.

Practice-Oriented Session

Multilingual Competence: Expanding Identity and Learning

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: This presentation introduces the Multilingual Competence Framework as a lens for
understanding how multilingual learners build identity, investment, and cultural
capital. The presenter demonstrates practical activities that honor learners’
languages, experiences, and digital practices. Participants explore ways to
strengthen learner agency and design instruction that centers multilingual
competence and identity

Presenter: Syed Hashmi
Syed Usman Hashmi, a PhD Candidate in Multilingual Education at the University
of Iowa, studies multilingual learners’ identity, investment, and anxiety in digital
learning environments.

Teaching Tip

Storytelling and Enhancing Intercultural Communication

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: This presentation describes a Spring 2025 EPIC project combining Storytelling with
AI-supported language learning to build intercultural competence and inclusion.
Through storytelling, soft-skill practice, and AI-assisted English refinement,
students from diverse backgrounds enhanced communication, empathy, and
confidence. The project shows how innovative pedagogies transform multilingual
classrooms.

Presenter: SAMIA ZEID
Dr. Samia Zeid heads the EPIC Unit at Western Galilee College, teaching EPIC and
EMI. She specializes in intercultural communication, inclusivity, soft skills, and
digital literacy, and contributes to Erasmus+ IMPACT.



Workshop

Empowering Teachers through Reflective Coaching Practices

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: This session explores practical coaching-based professional development models
that foster reflective practice and sustainable teacher growth. Participants will
learn strategies to transition from compliance-driven evaluation to collaborative
coaching, enabling them to become empowered, self-directed educators who drive
continuous improvement in English language teaching.

Presenter: Sihem Mhadhbi 
Experienced Head of Faculty with over 20 years of expertise in instructional
coaching, inclusive education, and curriculum leadership in the UAE and Tunisia.

Workshop

Rethinking ELT: AI for Decolonized Practice

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: This interactive workshop guides participants in using AI to identify both overtly
and subtly colonized ELT exercises and generate culturally appropriate
alternatives. Using IWT methods, participants will write, analyze, and revise
activities, explore AI-generated decolonized exercises, and learn effective AI
prompts. Examples and guidelines for equitable ELT are provided.

Presenter: Hedi Najafi
Dr. Hedi Najafi, a former Arizona State University faculty member, researches
classroom practices, multilingualism, and language policy. She has published
scholarly work, presented internationally, and now teaches at AUAF.

Practice-Oriented Session

Integrating AI in Pre-Service TESOL Training

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: This workshop examines a practical approach for embedding AI techniques in pre-
service teaching English to speakers of other languages. The use of AI in class
planning and assessment strategies is evaluated. This material examines diverse
teaching methods for different teaching environments around the globe that are
either emerging or multi-lingual.

Presenter: Kamila Shimbergenova
Kamila Shimbergenova is a teaching assistant at New Uzbekistan University
specializing in teacher education, STEM education, language skills instruction, AI
integration, and innovative approaches to pre-service teacher training.

Research-Oriented Session



INSTRUCTING STUDENTS TO DEVELOP FLUENCY IN SPEAKING

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: As interest in learning English grows, teachers introduce diverse methods and
techniques. However, many speaking strategies still face challenges during
lessons. Instructors explore and analyze effective approaches to improve speaking
instruction. As a result, numerous studies focus on understanding and enhancing
methods for teaching speaking to learners more successfully.

Presenter: Xusnora Xudoyqulova 
I am a third year student at UZWSLU.I am specializing in English and actively
engaged in academic writing.I am striving to grow as a skilled scholar and inspiring
future educator

Presenter: Zamira Hasanova
I’m so ambitious 3rd year student at UZSWLU from Uzbekistan. Furhermore, I’m a
passionate English teacher and enterpreneur at education center who leads
engaging classes and runs Speaking clubs

Research-Oriented Session

Investigating Student Perceptions of AI-Assisted Writing

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: The presenter examines ESL learners’ perceptions of AI generative language
models’ use in educational contexts. Drawing on findings from an exploratory C1
English in- class experiment, she demonstrates how students’ perceptions,
strategies and frustrations inform the design of forthcoming data collection
instruments for a larger doctoral study on AI-supported writing.

Presenter: Carla Patrícia Pires Martins
Carla Martins has been working as an English teacher for the past fifteen years.
Her current doctoral research focuses on the impact of Generative AI tools on ESL
writing proficiency.

Practice-Oriented Session

СALL Principles for Effective Materials Development

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: This session explores how Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) principles
inform effective materials development. The presenter explains how teachers can
design, adapt, and evaluate technology-mediated materials that support learner
autonomy, interaction, and meaningful language use across diverse instructional
contexts.

Presenter: Asem Kuandikova 
Asem Kuandikova, teacher trainer and EFL instructor at Uzbekistan World
Languages University. She holds an MA in TESOL from Webster University in



Tashkent.

Presenter: Gulnora Rustamova
 Gulnora Rustamova, currently an EFL teacher at school #288 in Tashkent.I have
been teaching as an English teacher for about 20 years and I have great
experience working with students.

Presenter: Parvina Muxtashamova 
Parvina Muhtashamova Zakhitovna is a senior lecturer at Uzbek State World
Languages University. Her research area is comparative linguistics. She has also
completed international courses in Digitization in Education .

Presenter: Gulmira Sobirova Sukhrobovna
ELTS instructor, TEDx speaker, award-winning MUN chair, and host of a live English
programme on Uzbekistan National TV.

Research-Oriented Session

Book Fairs, Pedagogy, and English Decolonization

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: UAE book fairs make visible societal recalibrations between English and Arabic,
shaping how ESL learners experience language and identity. After presenting
research tracing shifts in children’s literature and programming at book fairs, the
presentation shares strategies to help move classrooms beyond colonial
hierarchies toward more confident, culturally grounded English learning.

Presenter: Kate Qazi
Kate Qazi, a longtime editor and ESL instructor, is currently a PhD student at
Global Studies University, Sharjah where her research interests include
interactions in literature between English and local languages.

Practice-Oriented Session

Time to Move Beyond Text-Bound Assignments?

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: This presentation demonstrates applications of multimodal composing, offering
various examples of classroom practices. It also showcases first-year student
reflections on the impact of multimodality on their engagement, skill development,
and responsible AI use. Grounded in these findings, the presentation highlights the
effectiveness of multimodality in supporting AI-era writing instruction.

Presenter: Cherine Sinno
Cherine Sinno is an academic writing instructor at the American University of
Sharjah with 15 years of experience in educational leadership, curriculum design,
and foreign language teaching.

Presenter: Amira El-Soussi
Amira El-Soussi is an Assistant Professor in the Department of English at AUS. Her
research focuses on TESOL, writing motivation and pedagogy, teacher education,
AI in education, and online education.



Workshop

AI: Power up your Teaching

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: This session explores AI tools for inclusive language teaching. The presenter
demonstrates text-to-speech and speech-to-text features, showcasing how they
promote multilingualism, enhance acquisition, and empower learner self-
regulation. Providing actionable solutions for teachers to integrate AI in the
classroom seamlessly, where learning is visible while AI is in the room.

Presenter: Sarah Khaled
With 22+ years of teaching experience, Sarah is a dedicated educator who serves
as headteacher and academic director. Her focus is on creating a supportive
learning environment and empowering teachers.

Practice-Oriented Session

Learning from critical incidents in giving instructions

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: The presenter explores common critical incidents related to giving instructions in
English language classrooms. Participants analyze real-life classroom situations,
identify sources of misunderstanding in classroom instructions, and learn practical
strategies to enhance the clarity and effectiveness, sequencing, and learner
engagement in giving instructions.

Presenter: Malika Kuldasheva
English language teacher and teacher educator with experience in EFL contexts,
focusing on instruction-giving, classroom interaction, and reflective professional
development to support teachers in improving instructional clarity and learner
engagement

Presenter: Lola Eshankulova
English language teacher and teacher trainer with experience in EFL contexts,
focusing on instruction-giving, classroom interaction, and reflective professional
development to support teachers in improving instructional clarity and learner
engagement

Research-Oriented Session

Sources of Writing Demotivation Among Turkish Undergraduate

Time: February 8, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: This study is an attempt to explore demotivation sources for writing skill among
Turkish EFL learners. The researchers used a qualitative case study and employed
semi- structured interviews to collect data. The informants recruited in this study
were 20 English writing lecturers who were selected through purposive sampling
among university



Presenter: Kaveh Jalilzadeh
Kaveh Jalilzadeh is a PhD holder working for Istanbul University Cerrahpasa. His
interest areas are language assessment, teacher emotions, and teacher education.

Presenter: Mehmet sengul
Mehmet holds a PHD in applied linguistics, and he works for Hacı Bayram Veli
University in Ankara.

Zoom Presentation

Teacherpreneurship for Sustainable Community Learning

Time: February 8, 11:30 AM – 12:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: This workshop introduces a scalable homeschooling facilitation centre model
combining permaculture, community libraries, and visiting teacherpreneurs.
Participants explore how sustainable neighborhood learning hubs can improve
access to quality education through flexible instructional support, community
partnerships, and EdTech integration for personalized learner growth.

Presenter: Salwa Abbasi
Salwa Abbasi is an ELT professional specializing in curriculum design, teacher
training, and innovation in learning spaces. She focuses on empowering educators
through entrepreneurial approaches.

Zoom Presentation

Leveraging Artificial Intelligence to Transform E-Learning

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 12:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: The situation in the classroom is being transformed by AI in ways that cannot be
reversed. The topics covered are adaptive learning, AI feedback systems, virtual
tools. Educators are being presented with an opportunity to bring a paradigm shift
in the level of competencies and engagement leveraging innovative technologies.

Presenter: Rowaidah Al Abdullah
IT lecturer & E Learning Head

Research-Oriented Session

EFL Learners’ Awareness and Pronunciation Difficulties

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: Teachers of English pronunciation need to distinguish whether student’s
pronunciation errors result from a lack of awareness or from production difficulties.
This study investigates whether English language students at Al Zahra College for
Women lack awareness of their pronunciation errors or whether these errors result
from production difficulties.



Presenter: Dr. Abeer Bashir
Dr. Abeer Bashir
Associate Professor
Modern Languages Department
Al Zahra College for Women
Airports Heights | P. O Box : 3365
Sultanate of Oman – Muscat

Presenter: Nooralhuda Al Badri
Dr. Abeer Bashir
Associate Professor
Modern Languages Department

Research-Oriented Session

Oral Feedback Utilization in Students’ Revised Essays

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: Peer oral feedback plays a crucial role in students’ writing. This study examines
how learners use spoken corrective comments during their revision process. Data
from a survey support the effectiveness of oral feedback in enhancing student
essays. Findings highlight implementation patterns improving oral feedback
strategies in writing workshops today.

Presenter: Neil Satoquia
Dr. Neil Mendoza Satoquia is an Assistant Professor at the Higher Colleges of
Technology in the UAE, specializing in Language Education.

Practice-Oriented Session

Turnitin over-detection of AI investigated

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: According to Gosling, et al., (2024); Díaz Arce, (2023) Turnitin can detect AI
generated text with a 5.3% false negative rate. However, academic faculty report
antidotal evidence of much higher over-detection. This study investigates Turnitin
AI over-detection using texts created prior to the release of Chat GPT in 2022.

Presenter: John Senior
Dr Senior coordinates General Education for a national health sciences institution
in the U.A.E. My recent research interests are in understanding and improving the
impact of AI on students of English.

Presenter: Lalitha Jawahar
Lalitha Jawahar is an English Language teaching expert with more than 20 years
experience in teaching second language students in the UAE.

Research-Oriented Session



Reimagining assessment in the age of AI

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: This session explores equitable, AI-inclusive and context-sensitive approaches to
language testing, evaluation, and assessment in West and South Asia. Drawing on
recent regional research, it examines how educators and policymakers are
integrating AI tools, assessment literacy, and contextualized practices to empower
learners and enhance ELT within multilingual, multicultural environments.

Presenter: Naziha Ali Raza
Naziha Ali Raza (EdD TESOL, University of Exeter) is an English Language
Instructor at the General Civil Aviation Authority, UAE. Her teacher development
contributions are in pedagogy, programme evaluation and training

Research-Oriented Session

Female Students in TESOL: Challenges and Prospects

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: Drawing on Vygotskian scaffolding and feminist perspectives, this mixed-methods
study examines how female MA TESOL students at New Uzbekistan University
navigate gendered challenges, mobilise coping strategies, and experience hope.
Interviews and surveys with students and teachers inform recommendations for
more equitable, empowering TESOL programmes in emerging higher-education
contexts and beyond.

Presenter: Dilshoda Rabbimova
Dilshoda Rabbimova is a Senior Lecturer at New Uzbekistan University. She
teaches TESOL and research methods and researches teacher education, doctoral
reform, and gendered experiences in Central Asian higher education.

Presenter: Sarbinaz Seytniyazova
Sarbinaz Seytniyazova is a Senior Lecturer at New Uzbekistan University and
Visiting Lecturer at WIUT, teaching Academic and Communication Skills and MA
TESOL Research Methods, with over eight years of English.

Research-Oriented Session

GenEdge: Future-Ready ELT in Action

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: Join us as we launch the GenEdge Community, a research-based, AI-inclusive
framework empowering English language teachers and students through
experiential, community-based learning. Integrating sustainability, wellbeing,
intercultural competence, mobility, DEIA, and emerging technologies, it fosters
agency, global citizenship, and communicative confidence for future-ready ELT
classrooms.



Presenter: Lana Hiasat
Lana Hiasat is a senior lecturer and has a doctoral degree in educational
leadership with the specialization in educational technology.

Presenter: Christine Coombe
Dr Christine Coombe is an Associate Professor of General Studies at the Higher
Colleges of Technology. Previously she served as President of both TESOL Arabia
and the TESOL International Association.

Presenter: Wahida Dastakeer
Wahida Dastakeer has over 20 years of experience teaching for a consortium of
programs, which includes life sciences, chemistry, and general studies at the
Higher Colleges of Technology.

Workshop

A Teacher Path to Human-Centered AI

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: Drawing on 20 years of experience, I share how I transformed AI chatbots into
powerful TESOL assets. I detail the deployment of an AI speaking buddy that shifts
low-stakes practice into critical analysis of language models. This method
significantly enhances student autonomy and promotes ethical, human-centered
learning.

Presenter: ALEXANDRA COVACI
I am Alexandra Mihaela Covaci, an English Language Assistant at the University of
Salento. With 20 years of international teaching experience and an Oxford Brookes
TESOL Masters, currently an university teacher.

Discussion Group

AI Impact on Education Protocols

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: Join and contribute to the discussions on AI impact within education – including
teaching and learning. The presenter will structure group discussions and sharing
addressing the AI benefits, impact, concerns and possible steps to facilitate
appropriate integration of AI within education systems.

Presenter: Rebecca J Dahl
Rebecca Dahl, M.Ed.’s education career has been in diverse cultural, socio-
economic environments nationally and internationally - learning and sharing
factors that facilitate success for students, teachers, leadership, and education.

Teaching Tip

Befriending AI: An Experiment to Develop Writing



Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: How many times have we received student texts and wondered if it was generated
by AI? In this talk, I will present an experiment I conducted with a group of 31
students aged 17 and 18 where we used AI to help develop the writing skills of the
students.

Presenter: Silvia Panossian
Silvia Panossian has been working in the field of ELT for over 25 years and has
help positions as teacher, teacher trainer and academic coordinator.

Practice-Oriented Session

Teaching Writing Using Process-genre approach

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: Teaching writing of an argumentative essay as a ‘process genre approach’
includes a mixed approach including product, process and genre approach. It
includes a social purpose for writing this essay, which would help learners to write
an essay in exam preparation and in using the skills for higher education.

Presenter: Nivedita Kumari
Nivedita Kumari is an ELT specialist with 11 years of teaching and research
experience. She has a PhD in Linguistics, CELTA, DELTA (Module 1 and 3).

Practice-Oriented Session

Reimagining Writing Foundations With Team-Based Learning

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: This presentation demonstrates how Team-Based Learning enhances engagement,
reflection, and accountability in writing classrooms influenced by generative AI.
Classroom examples show how collaborative structures strengthen foundational
skills, promote integrity and confidence, and encourage students to rely on their
abilities instead of turning to AI-generated shortcuts.

Presenter: Randa Bou Mehdi
Randa Bou-Mehdi is a Senior Instructor at the American University of Sharjah who
has extensive experience in academic writing instruction focusing on student
motivation, collaborative learning, and digital-age literacy.

Special Session

A Quick Rocketship Journey to Differentiated Learning in the Age of AI
(Featured Session)

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM



Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: Join Dr. Ron Morrain for an engaging 45-minute journey into the future of teaching
and learning. This session explores how Differentiated Learning is evolving into
Adaptive Learning through the power of AI and EdTech. Drawing on decades of
classroom experience, Dr. Morrain demonstrates how TBL and PBL can be
redesigned to promote learner voice, choice, and inclusion. Participants will leave
with practical strategies to integrate AI-enhanced tools and constructivist methods
that prepare both teachers and learners for the dynamic classrooms of 2030 and
beyond. Participants will leave inspired and equipped with a clear roadmap for
integrating differentiation, AI, and active learning methodologies into their own
classrooms — preparing both teachers and learners to thrive in the fast-changing
educational landscape of 2030 and beyond.

Presenter: Ron Morrain
With over three decades of international experience, Ron Morrain stands at the
forefront of educational innovation. An American based in Germany, his career
spans continents and cultures, shaped by a passion for language, learning, and
technology. Fluent in English, German, and Spanish, Ron connects and inspires
educators worldwide. As an Educational Consultant and Lecturing Professor, he
has worked with institutions including the University of Duisburg-Essen, the
Technical University System of Südwestfalen, the International University System
in Germany, Educast International Conferences in Egypt, and Dakhla Teacher
Training College in Morocco. Ron developed the Ready-made Mind Maps (RMMs)
concept for EFL learning—a graphic facilitation tool that merges Task-based,
Project-based, CLIL, and Inquiry-based Learning. Since 2022, he has integrated M-
learning and Artificial Intelligence into this model. He is also the founder of the
Morrain Language Coaching Framework (1995), a global guide for language
professionals. Through his “Teacher Guides” shared on social media, Ron reaches
over two million educators, promoting innovation and teaching excellence. His
projects span more than 30 countries, from England and Japan to Morocco and 21
European nations. He also manages the Facebook community “Webinars for
English Teachers,” connecting over 40,000 educators with free professional
development opportunities. Currently, Ron lectures on International Business
Administration, Organizational Psychology, Business Communications, and Cross-
Cultural Competence at universities in Germany. His ongoing research and
forthcoming book, Project-based Learning under the Microscope, aim to provide
educators with a comprehensive guide to PBL in practice.

Special Session

TESOL Tech Bites (AIDT SIG Zone Micro Demonstrations)

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: TESOL Tech Bites are fast-paced micro-demonstrations, each lasting
approximately 10 minutes, showcasing one classroom-ready technology idea.
Topics may include AI-powered feedback tools, speaking and pronunciation apps,
and digital assessment solutions. These short demos are ideal for drop-in
participation and provide teachers with immediately applicable ideas.

Presenter: Moderator Mahmoud Dahroug
Mahmoud Dahroug, English instructor at ADNOC Technical Academy, taught in
Egypt, UAE, and USA. Bachelor’s in English, teaching diploma and master’s in
education management. Passionate about language and student impact.



Practice-Oriented Session

AI Tools Enhancing Noticing and Learner Autonomy

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: This presentation explores how AL tools can enhance adult learners autonomy by
supporting noticing in listening and speaking skills. Through surveys and
classroom tasks using tools like YouGlish and ChatGBT, the research examines
how AI promotes reflection, language awareness, and independent learning
beyond the classroom.

Presenter: Siham Merzouk
Over 10 years of teaching English at the British Council. A research enthusiast
about innovation in ELT.

Workshop

Future Forward ELTs and AI

Time: February 8, 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 202

Abstract: Future Forward ELTs and AI explores how educators can combine human expertise
with emerging AI tools to enhance language learning. Grounded in research on
oral language development and multilingual pedagogy, this session shows
teachers how to personalize instruction, enrich speaking practice, and reduce
workload while keeping empathy, creativity, and professional

Presenter: Jeff Piontek 
Jeff Piontek is an education expert and innovator specializing in digital learning, AI
integration, and teacher development, empowering educators to design engaging,
equitable, and future-ready learning experiences across diverse classrooms

Zoom Presentation

Inclusive Assessment in Action: Practical Strategies

Time: February 8, 12:30 PM – 1:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: This session explores strategies for creating more inclusive assessments, with
processes supported by GenAI. Attendees will examine inclusive practices from
designing more culturally responsive materials to making assessment
expectations more transparent. Participants will receive a deck of cards with
provocations to design for all, using AI and other innovative ideas.

Presenter: Kathleen Mitchell Burrows
Kathleen Mitchell Burrows is Assessment Coordinator at University Bristol in the
UK. She is interested in authentic assessment, curriculum development, writing
instruction, feedback, and English for specific purposes.



Zoom Presentation

Parental Involvement in ESL Take-Home Book

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 1:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: This mixed-methods study investigates Emirati parents’ attitudes toward
participating in their children’s ESL take-home book bag reading in Al Ain. Surveys,
literacy bag activities, documents, and interviews explore family reading habits,
perceived benefits and challenges, and parents’ suggestions for strengthening
English reading practices at home.

Presenter: Dina Ahmad
PhD student in Education (Language & Literacy) at UAEU, with an M.Ed. in
Curriculum & Methods of Instruction. Researcher specializing in language
development and literacy education in diverse learning contexts.

Workshop

Improving ESL Outcomes Through Adaptive Learning

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: Adaptive language-learning platforms use AI to personalize instruction, adjust
difficulty, and provide targeted feedback. This session demonstrates how tools like
Duolingo, Babbel, Busuu, Memrise, and Rosetta Stone support differentiated
learning, data-driven teaching, and learner autonomy. Participants explore
classroom applications, lesson integration, and practical strategies for enhancing
learner outcomes.

Presenter: Mahmoud Dahroug
Mahmoud Dahroug, English instructor at ADNOC Technical Academy, taught in
Egypt, UAE, and USA. Bachelor’s in English, teaching diploma and master’s in
education management. Passionate about language and student impact.

Special Session

Reciprocity: A Pathway to Bilingualism (Featured Session)

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: This session highlights the significance of meaningful interaction in achieving
effective language acquisition and fostering social-emotional learning. It
introduces the concept of “Reciprocity,” which emphasizes peer attentive listening
and intentional speaking as pathways to bilingual proficiency through classroom
experiences.
Participants will explore the “Speaker-Listener” protocol, which incorporates tasks
such as agreeing on, comparing, providing reasons, and stating predictions, all
prompted by activities designed by either teachers or students. By switching roles,
students not only sharpen their higher-order thinking skills but also cultivate
empathy and social management through peer interactions.
Attendees will leave with practical strategies to enhance engagement and



articulation skills within their classrooms.

Presenter: Eli Ghazel
Eli Ghazel has dedicated his career to innovation, consistently working to improve
the status quo. He is an acclaimed author and editor of textbooks, covering a wide
array of subjects, from Science and Health to English as a second language,
collaborating with various publishers and education ministries.

Eli gained noteworthy recognition for his TEDx talk titled Here Comes The Learning
Designer, where he introduced a groundbreaking model for learning and
assessment. Serving as the Academic Director for the 21st Century Academic
Forum in the USA and as the director of the Center for English Language Teacher
Development (CELTD) under the Ministry of Education in Saudi Arabia, he has
delivered numerous featured and keynote presentations. As a lifelong learner, Eli
is passionate about fostering high-quality education to enhance student futures.

Teaching Tip

Multilingual Literacies in English Classrooms

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: English classrooms now include learners with complex linguistic and digital
identities. This presentation explores how multilingual literacies can strengthen
English learning. The presenter demonstrates practical strategies and digital tools
that support reading, writing, and meaning-making across languages.

Presenter: Nelli Bondareva
Nelli Bondareva is an ESL educator and researcher specializing in multilingual
literacies, heritage language development, and technology-enhanced learning in
linguistically diverse educational contexts.

Workshop

AI for Good: Improving Speaking with ChatGPT

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 209

Abstract: EFL speaking practice in class is often limited. Practicing speaking with ChatGPT as
homework provides a potential solution to this widespread problem. The presenter
will explain why and how ChatGPT can help improve learner speaking skills. The
audience will get tips on how to use ChatGPT for speaking homework effectively.

Presenter: Aleksandra Strogaia
Aleksandra Strogaia holds an MA in TEFL from the American University of Armenia.
She teaches at the EEC Afterschool English Program in Yerevan and researches the
use of AI.

Research-Oriented Session

Resilience Tax: Global South & AI Scholarship



Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: This autoethnographic session explores the resilience tax on Global South scholars
navigating AI anxieties. We examine native/non-native dichotomy, specifically
grounding our reflection in Palestinian, Lebanese & Mexican contexts. We analyze
the worry related to whether our voices sound authentic with increasing AI
detection technologies alongside discrimination related to our geographies.

Presenter: Nabiha El Khatib
Dr. Nabiha El Khatib holds a Ph.D. in applied linguistics, with research experience
in eye tracking, communication, artificial intelligence in education, and
pragmatics.

Presenter: Tina Rafidi
Tina Jaber Rafidi, Ph.D. in Curriculum and EFL Instruction, is an Assistant Professor
in TEFL at the Department of Languages and Translation, Birzeit University,
Palestine.

Presenter: Irasema Mora-Pablo
Irasema Mora-Pablo, PhD, Applied Linguistics, University of Kent, England. She is
Full Professor at the University of Guanajuato. Areas of interest are bilingualism,
identity formation, and return migrant studies.

Presenter: Sue Kasun
Kasun is Professor of Language, Culture & Education at Georgia State University.
Her research focus has been on transnationalism, bridging ancient wisdoms & AI,
and teacher education.

Research-Oriented Session

Transformation of Language Contact in Globalised Media

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: This presentation investigates the transformation of language contact in the
globalised media space, with particular emphasis on the impact of digital platforms
on the formation of hybrid linguistic practices. The study aims to examine how
global English interacts with local languages in digitally mediated communication
and to identify the pragmatic

Presenter: EKATERINA TUTOVA
Ekaterina V. Tutova is an Associate Professor at the Department of Foreign
Languages, Philological Faculty, Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia (RUDN
University). She holds a PhD in Philology and has over

Presenter: Iulia Ebzeeva
Yuliya Nikolaevna Ebzeeva is First Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs, PhD in
Philology, Doctor of Sociology, and Professor. She serves as Head of the
Department of Foreign Languages at the Philological Faculty

Presenter: Louisa Gishkaeva
Luiza Nakhidovna Gishkaeva is a PhD in Philology and an Associate Professor. She
is a specialist in linguistics and philological studies, engaged in teaching and
research in the field of foreign

Presenter: Iulia Smirnova



Yuliya Borisovna Smirnova is a PhD in Philology and Associate Professor at
Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia named after Patrice Lumumba (RUDN
University). She is a specialist in linguistics and philological

Research-Oriented Session

Challenges of integrating AI into Blended Lessons

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: Nowadays universities are actively implementing blended learning, especially after
post-Covid era. Both faculty and students face many challenges while
implementing AI in such lessons. Thus, in this research paper there will be
provided the results of interviews

Presenter: Sevinch Anvarova 
My name is Anvarova Sevinch, I am a Masters student at New Uzbekistan
University, teacher with 4 years of experience, Teacher Assistant at New
Uzbekistan University.

Research-Oriented Session

Effects of Translanguaging in Uzbek EFL classrooms.

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: This study investigates how translanguaging influences English teaching and
learning in Uzbek EFL classrooms. Using a qualitative phenomenological design,
data will be collected through classroom observations and interviews with ten
students and five teachers. Findings aim to show how translanguaging enhances
comprehension, engagement, and inclusive instructional practices.

Presenter: Xurshidabonu Qosimova
Xurshidabonu Qosimova is an English teacher and trainer passionate about
intercultural communication and learner engagement. She focuses on creating
inclusive classrooms that promote cultural awareness and global competence.

Presenter: Mehribonu Gofurova
Mehribonu Gofurova is an MA Applied Linguistics and TESOL student researching
translanguaging in Uzbek EFL classrooms, aiming to enhance learner engagement
and promote inclusive, effective English language teaching practices.

Research-Oriented Session

Paradigm Shift: AI Integrated Simulations in Practicum

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102



Abstract: This study addressed existing gaps in teacher education by analyzing the current
practices in BS Education programme regarding the accomplishment of learning
outcomes of Practicum. It explored utilization of AI integrated simulations for
teaching tasks including lesson delivery, classroom management, and student
interactions; thus offering virtual practice for student teachers.

Presenter: Farhana Yasmin
Dr Farhana Yasmin is an Associate Professor in Language Education with expertise
as a researcher, journal editor, Springer reviewer, conference focal person, session
chair, presenter, trainer, and Curriculum Committee member.

Presenter: Dr. Adel Zairi
Dr. Adel Zairi is an Administrative Faculty member with a passion for educational
excellence and learner success in Higher Education. He enjoys fostering academic
growth and innovation.

Workshop

Practical AI Tools for Engaging EFL Adults

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: The presenter demonstrates practical ways to use artificial intelligence tools,
including Magischool, Twee, and Quizlet, in adult English classrooms. She shows
how AI can create personalized lessons, boost engagement, and save teachers
time. Participants will explore concrete examples and leave with actionable
strategies for immediate classroom use.

Presenter: Yeva Militonyan
Yeva Militonyan is a linguist and AI-focused educator. She designs personalized, AI-
assisted lessons for adult learners, blogs about language learning, and equips
teachers to engage students with innovative, tech-driven strategies.

Practice-Oriented Session

Using Supplementary Materials in English Language Classrooms

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: The presenter explores the use of supplementary materials by teachers in the UAE
in English classrooms. She analyzes the types of materials, the purposes they
serve, and how these materials are integrated into English language teaching. This
presentation highlights practical observations for integrating supplemental
materials in English language teaching.

Presenter: Nour Hammo
Nour Hammo is a PhD student at the College of Education at United Arab Emirates
University. Her interests include curriculum design, translanguaging, and language
learning strategies.

Research-Oriented Session



Scaffolding through AI: Enhancing the ZPD

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: This research examines AI-powered scaffolding within a Vygotskian framework for
L2 English acquisition. Analyzing empirical data from adaptive platforms, it
demonstrates how AI-mediated interventions optimize the ZPD by personalizing
instruction and fostering learner autonomy, ultimately proposing a sustainable
hybrid pedagogical model.

Presenter: Boris Penkov
Dr. Boris Penkov is engaged in pedagogical and scientific activities, focusing on
Digital Leadership and Discourse of UK and US high school, teaching linguistic
disciplines, and developing innovative educational methodologies.

Research-Oriented Session

Foreign experiences in using language

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: Тhis pаper invеstigаtеs fоrеign еxpеriencеs in cоrpus-bаsеd lаnguаge tеаching
(СBLT) аs аn innovаtivе mеthоdolоgy fоr dеvelоping lеаrnеrs’ соmmunicаtivе
cоmpеtencе. Drаwing оn pеdagоgicаl prаcticеs in thе Unitеd Kingdоm, thе Unitеd
Stаtеs, Japаn, Sоuth Koreа, аnd Chinа, thе study exаminеs hоw lаnguagе cоrporа
еnhаnce lexicаl, prаgmаtiс, disсoursе, аnd strаtеgiс cоmpеtencе.

Presenter: Muyassar Jumabayeva
Lecturer at Alfraganus university in Tashkent. Independent researcher at Chirchik
State Pedagogical University

Research-Oriented Session

English Major Students’ Flow Experience in Writing

Time: February 8, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building E Room 205

Abstract: How do English majors enter a state of flow while writing? And can language
educators facilitate it? The presenter introduces the associations between flow,
writing genres, and performance, and uncovers factors that impact flow in writing.
The presentation offers pedagogical insights for designing writing tasks that spark
productive learning experiences.

Presenter: Duha Alsayed Ahmad
Duha Alsayed-Ahmad holds a PhD in Language Pedagogy and Applied Linguistics
and teaches English at the University of Jordan. Her research focuses on
translation, positive psychology, and language learners’ flow experiences.



Zoom Presentation

Innovative Teacherpreneurship in the Digital Classroom

Time: February 8, 1:30 PM – 2:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: The presenter introduces practical ways teachers use innovative
teacherpreneurship to enhance learning in digital classrooms. She demonstrates
how educators design creative technology-supported activities, build learner
engagement, and develop classroom solutions using simple digital tools.
Participants see concrete examples they can immediately adapt for their own
teaching.

Presenter: Narine Davoyan
Narine Davoyan, PhD, is an Associate Professor at Brusov State University and a
TESOL International Association member specializing in language education,
teacher training, and innovative approaches in ELT.

Zoom Presentation

Humanizing Teaching: EI in the AI Era

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 2:30 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 207 Zoom Room Meeting ID: 343 108 4571 Passcode: 633263

Abstract: In an AI-driven world, English language teaching must remain deeply human. This
session explores how Emotional Intelligence, life skills, and green skills can
balance automation with empathy, creativity, and sustainability. Practical
strategies show how AI can support rather than replace human connection,
preparing responsible, emotionally aware, and future-ready language learners.

Presenter: Sameh Marzouki
Sameh Marzouki is a Tunisian Senior Teacher and Cambridge certified Trainer, who
has been practicing TEFL for twenty years in Tunisia, Oman&Qatar. She delivered
various workshops and presentations worldwide. Sh’s a

Research-Oriented Session

AI Designed Speaking Tasks for Engineering Undergraduates

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 104

Abstract: This paper explores using GenAI to design speaking activities for engineering
undergraduates. The study implemented GenAI speaking tasks across the five
units of a Communicative English course. The feedback indicated the students’
engagement in the tasks, thereby leading to the teacher researcher’s formulation
of a 5P-Framework for designing AI-inclusive tasks.

Presenter: Divya John
Dr. Divya John, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of English, Sri
Sivasubramaniya Nadar (SSN) College of Engineering, Chennai, has twenty-one



years of teaching and research experience.

Research-Oriented Session

Code-Switching as an Identity Strategy

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 108

Abstract: This presentation examines code-switching as a strategic resource for identity
construction in intercultural communication and digital communities. Drawing on
sociolinguistic and discourse-analytic frameworks, the study conceptualises code-
switching not merely as a communicative accommodation mechanism but as a
deliberate identity strategy employed by speakers in multilingual and
transnational contexts.

Presenter: EKATERINA TUTOVA
Ekaterina V. Tutova is an Associate Professor at the Department of Foreign
Languages, Philological Faculty, Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia (RUDN
University). She holds a PhD in Philology and has over

Presenter: Iulia Ebzeeva
Yuliya Nikolaevna Ebzeeva is First Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs, PhD in
Philology, Doctor of Sociology, and Professor. She serves as Head of the
Department of Foreign Languages at the Philological Faculty

Presenter: Louisa Gishkaeva
Luiza Nakhidovna Gishkaeva is a PhD in Philology and an Associate Professor. She
is a specialist in linguistics and philological studies, engaged in teaching and
research in the field of foreign

Presenter: Iulia Smirnova
Yuliya Borisovna Smirnova is a PhD in Philology and Associate Professor at
Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia named after Patrice Lumumba (RUDN
University). She is a specialist in linguistics and philological

Research-Oriented Session

Task-based Language Teaching in AI Era

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 103

Abstract: With the rapid increase of AI, there is a significant demand to enhance task-based
language teaching (TBLT) in English education. The presenter will discuss how AI
fosters motivation, critical thinking, and real-world learning, address challenges,
and emphasize the need for teacher training and institutional support for effective
TBLT-AI integration.

Presenter: Ensiyehsadat Azizi
Ensiyehsadat Azizi is an English lecturer with 24 years’ experience. Her interests
include innovative teaching methodologies and academic research. She received
the Best Award at the FLTAL Conference in 2011.



Special Session

Dubai Debates (Special Session)

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Room 115 Special Sessions

Abstract: The origins of debating go right back to Ancient Greece and Ancient India.
Debating is a pragmatic skill. It allows participants to convert knowledge into
argument, and reason into persuasion. It is ubiquitous in various fields including
politics and diplomacy, where debating may require arguing a position even if it
goes against one’s own personal perspective.

In this session, three motions which address burning issues in our field will be
debated. For each 15-minute debate, one participant will be for the motion and
one against. Each will put forward their arguments to support their position; rebut
the case of their opponent; and field audience questions. That same audience will
then digitally vote for the winner, not necessarily based on the views they have
expressed but on the quality of their debating.

The motions are:

Motion 1: The “native speaker fallacy” remains a persistent blight on our
profession.

Motion 2: With the arrival of AI, only three skills are needed: teaching writing is a
waste of time.

Motion 3: Embracing AI is essential to ensure future employment in TESOL.

If you like informed but good-natured academic jousting, please join us!

Presenter: Moderator Mick King
Dr. Mick King holds an EdD in TESOL. His 35+ year career includes teaching,
training, managing, consulting, research, and volunteering with TESOL
Arabia/TESOL Conferences. For the latter he has received a professional service
award.

Presenter: Lana Hiasat
Dr. Lana Hiasat, SFHEA, is a Senior Lecturer and researcher at the Higher Colleges
of Technology, Dubai, specializing in Future Foresight, AI in Education, and
Emotional Intelligence. Her work with TESOL TIRF, Cambridge, Oxford, and
Slovenian institutions has advanced emotionally intelligent, AI-driven learning for a
future-ready world.

Presenter: Fatmah Azam Ali
Fatmah A. Ali specializes in digital pedagogy and advocates for AI in ELT with her
mission being to inspire teachers to embrace innovation without losing their
human touch.

Presenter: Hamza R boul
Dr. Hamza R’boul is a Fellow at the Centre for Higher Education Leadership and
Policy Studies (CHELPS) at The Education University of Hong Kong and a PhD
Supervisor at the University of Helsinki. He was recognized as a Stanford-Elsevier
Top 2% Most-Cited Scientist (2025). His research critically examines the
intersections of power, knowledge, language and culture in education.  

Presenter: David Knott
Dr. David Knott holds an EdD in TESOL from the University of Exeter, UK. He has
taught English for over two decades and is currently a senior instructor at the
American University of Sharjah. His research interests include cross-cultural



teaching, new-faculty induction, and teacher cognition.

Presenter: Eli Ghazel
Eli Ghazel is an acclaimed author and editor of textbooks, covering a wide array of
subjects, from Science and Health to English as a second language, collaborating
with various publishers and education ministries.  Serving as the Academic
Director for the 21st Century Academic Forum in the USA and as the director of the
Center for English Language Teacher Development (CELTD) under the Ministry of
Education in Saudi Arabia, he has delivered numerous featured and keynote
presentations.

Presenter: Naziha Ali Raza
Dr. Naziha Ali Raza is former president of TESOL Arabia. She holds an EdD in
TESOL from the University of Exeter, UK, and is an English Language Instructor at
the General Civil Aviation Authority, UAE. Her work in teacher development
includes pedagogy, programme evaluation and training.

Teaching Tip

Empowering Learners through AI-Integrated H5P Heutagogy

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 106

Abstract: This teaching tip demonstrates how an AI-integrated H5P Interactive Book fosters
heutagogical learning in an Intercultural Communication course on Nonverbal
Communication Across Cultures. Learners engage in self-directed exploration and
interactive dialogue with “Lugsamee Sensei GPT,” an AI-based virtual teacher that
enhances reflection, autonomy, and personalized feedback in English learning.

Presenter: Lugsamee Nuamthanom Kimura
Lugsamee Nuamthanom Kimura, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of English at
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, Thailand. Her research interests include
second language acquisition, intercultural communication, and discourse analysis.

Presenter: Kamonlaporn Sirisophon
Kamonlaporn Sirisophon is a lecturer at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University.
Her research interests include children’s and young adult literature, and inclusive
classroom. Her recent work integrates AI and H5P technology.

Special Session

Gamify It, Learn It! (AIDT SIG Zone Presentation 2)

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Room 113 AIDT Zone

Abstract: This interactive activity demonstrates how gamified assessment platforms such as
Quizalize can transform practice and assessment into engaging game-based
experiences. Participants will explore how learners can play, compete, and
collaborate while answering questions and receiving instant feedback, with a
particular focus on motivation, formative assessment, and data-informed
instruction.

Presenter: Mahmoud Dahroug
Mahmoud Dahroug, English instructor at ADNOC Technical Academy, taught in



Egypt, UAE, and USA. Bachelor’s in English, teaching diploma and master’s in
education management. Passionate about language and student impact.

Practice-Oriented Session

AI-Enhanced EFL Instruction Through Anderson’s Stories

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 105

Abstract: This presentation introduces an AI-supported, literature-based approach to EFL
instruction using three Sherwood Anderson stories. It demonstrates how
generative AI tools enhance grammar, vocabulary, reading, writing, and speaking
tasks through close reading activities, automated feedback, and AI-generated
assessments. Participants will receive adaptable classroom procedures, prompts,
and evaluation guidelines.

Presenter: Kristina Kityan
Kristina Kityan is a doctoral researcher specializing in Sherwood Anderson’s prose
and American character typology, with a professional interest in applying AI tools
to literature-based English language teaching.

Presenter: David Kityan
Third-year Software Engineering student specializing in artificial intelligence,
educational technologies, and software development. Developer of AI-driven
solutions for literature and language education, focused on practical classroom
implementation and pedagogical effectiveness.

Practice-Oriented Session

 AI in Teaching English Language

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 107

Abstract: This presentation examines AI’s transformative role in English language
instruction, highlighting innovative applications that enhance the teaching of the
four language skills. By integrating technology with advanced pedagogical
strategies, it offers educators a comprehensive guide to adopting more dynamic,
engaging, and effective approaches to language teaching.

Presenter: Mahmoud Sultan Nafa
Mahmoud Sultan, a lecturer at City University Ajman, holds an MA in TESOL and
certifications in training and public speaking. He is active in TESOL Arabia, KTEFL,
and IAFOR.

Teaching Tip

Motivating EFL Learners with Creative AI Tools



Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 204

Abstract: This session demonstrates how creative AI tools can increase student motivation
and engagement in EFL classrooms. Participants will explore interactive activities,
gamified tasks, and collaborative projects that use AI to promote curiosity,
autonomy, and meaningful language practice in diverse learning contexts.

Presenter: Marine Yeghiazaryan
I’m Marina Yeghiazaryan from Armenia,graduated from Yerevan State University
Faculty of Romance and Germanic Philology.At this moment I’m an English teacher
at Basic school N.194.

Discussion Group

Critical Thinking Growth Through Culturally Grounded Reading

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 208

Abstract: This presentation explores how culturally relevant reading tasks enhance Uzbek
university students’ critical reading and inferential thinking skills. This session
demonstrates how identity-linked texts, digital tools, and higher-order questioning
frameworks improve engagement, comprehension, and analytical thinking in EFL
academic reading contexts.

Presenter: Dilafruz Abdumajidova
Experienced EFL teacher, international trainer, and textbook author. Since 2018
working as an Associate Professor at Webster University, specializing in higher
education reforms, CPD, and academic quality improvement.

Research-Oriented Session

Enhancing the Use of Artificial Intelligence Technologies

Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 102

Abstract: This study investigates the effectiveness of artificial intelligence technologies in
enhancing students’ listening comprehension in English language classes. Using
mixed-method analysis, it examines AI-supported tools, personalized feedback,
and adaptive tasks. The findings highlight improved learner engagement and
comprehension, offering practical recommendations for integrating AI into modern
language pedagogy.

Presenter: Rano Fayziyeva
My full name is Rano Fayziyeva, I’m a lecturer and a senior ESL teacher at
Tashkent International University. Currently, I am a basic doctoral student and I
am conducting my researchwork.

Research-Oriented Session

Reflective Innovation for Professional Teacher Growth



Time: February 8, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Room(s): Building B Room 101

Abstract: This research-oriented session presents insights from a reflective practitioner
study examining how intentional reflection and small-scale innovation transformed
classroom practices in a university EAP context. Using teaching journals, student
feedback, and action-based cycles, the session highlights strategies for
empowering teachers through reflective innovation and sustaining professional
growth.

Presenter: Shakhzoda Karimova
Shakhzoda Karimova, an Assistant Lecturer at the International Agriculture
University, specializes in reflective practice, teacher development, and innovative
EAP instruction. Her research examines how reflection drives meaningful
classroom innovation and professional

Special Session

Measuring What Matters: Impact and the ELT Professional (Closing
Plenary)

Time: February 8, 3:00 PM – 3:45 PM

Room(s): Auditorium

Abstract: This presentation explores how English Language Teaching (ELT) professionals can
more effectively demonstrate the value of their work across teaching, service,
research and professional learning and development. As global educational
landscapes increasingly emphasize measurable outcomes, there is growing
pressure on English language teachers to provide evidence of impact beyond the
classroom. This presentation addresses how ELT professionals can define,
document, and communicate their contributions in ways that resonate with
institutional priorities and broader academic and societal needs. Drawing on
recent research, this presentation offers practical strategies for ELT professionals
to capture and articulate their impact and redefine success.

Presenter: Christine Coombe
Dr. Christine Coombe holds a Ph.D. in Foreign and Second Language Education
from The Ohio State University. She is currently an Associate Professor of General
Studies at the Higher Colleges of Technology in Dubai. Previously, she served as
Testing and Measurement Supervisor at the United Arab Emirates University and
Assessment Coordinator at Zayed University. Over the course of her distinguished
career, Dr. Coombe has published more than 60 books on various topics in TESOL
and English Language Teaching (ELT) and has served as Editor-in-chief of
Language Teaching Research Quarterly since 2017.

During her 35-year tenure in the Middle East, she has received numerous awards
recognizing her leadership and scholarship. Among them are the 2002 Spaan
Fellowship for Research in Second/Foreign Language Assessment, the 2002–03
TOEFL Outstanding Young Scholar Award, and the Chancellor’s Teacher of the Year
Award (2003–04). She chaired the TESOL 2006 Convention in Tampa and later
received the British Council International Assessment Award (2013). Dr. Coombe
was named to TESOL’s 50@50 list, honoring professionals who have made
significant contributions to the field over the organization’s first fifty years. In
2018, she received the James E. Alatis Award for Service to TESOL, and in 2021,
she was recognized by the U.S. Department of State as one of its 30@30 English
Language Specialists, celebrating three decades of impact in global English
language teaching and training. She currently serves on the Board of Trustees of
TIRF (The International Research Foundation) and is a past President of TESOL



International Association (2011–2012).

Closing Ceremony

Time: February 8, 3:45 PM – 4:00 PM

Room(s): Auditorium



Poster Sessions

Poster Session

Time: February 7 from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Room(s): EMBA Hall

Teachers Empathy and AI Transform English Learning

Abstract: This research explores how empathy and emotional connection remain central to
effective English language teaching in AI era. The study highlights how emotional
connection functions across specifically writing classroom dynamics including
teacher-student, student-teacher and student-classroom relationships. Special
attention is given to how AI can support students across specific writing skills

Presenter: Sevinch Anvarova
I am a Masters student at New Uzbekistan University, teacher with 4 years of
experience, Teacher Assistant at New Uzbekistan University, and the first-time
presenter in TESOL conference.

Presenter: Azizaxon Azizaxon
MA student at the New Uzbekistan University; English Teacher over 5 year
experience and Home Teacher of the 5th and 8th class. Passionate about teaching
and inspiring students.

AI Chatbots Enhancing EFL Speaking and Writing

Abstract: This study investigates the effectiveness of AI chatbots in Improving the speaking
and writing skills through a pre-/post-test quasi-experimental design. A 12-week
chatbot-based intervention improved speaking fluency and writing organization,
with learners showing positive attitudes toward AI- assisted language learning by
showing high motivation and strong engagement.

Presenter: Mumtozakhon Muhammadiyeva
Master’s student in TESOL and Applied Linguistics with teaching experience in
schools and educational centers, skilled in working with diverse learners,
implementing innovative language strategies, and promoting effective EFL
learning.

ESL Learner’s Attitudes Towards Multimedia Pacing Strategies

Abstract: This poster introduces an early-stage study exploring how ESL learners experience
instructor-managed and learner-managed pacing strategies in transient, dynamic
multimedia. It outlines the research gap, the conceptual background, and the
proposed qualitative approach, offering educators practical insights for improving
engagement and clarity in video and animation-based instructional materials.

Presenter: Zubin Aroz
Zubin Aroz is a lecturer and PhD candidate investigating how ESL learners
interpret and respond to multimedia pacing strategies, with a particular interest in
cognitive load, engagement, and learner experience.

Enhancing Writing Assessment: Principles, Practices, and Classroom

Abstract: This poster highlights effective, research-informed approaches to writing
assessment in EFL classrooms. It presents practical strategies such as analytic
rubrics, formative feedback, portfolios, and authentic writing tasks. Participants



will gain tools to enhance fairness, validity, and learner

Presenter: Malika Alimardonova
Malika Alimardonova is an associate professor in the ELT Methodology Department
at the Uzbekistan State University of World Languages. Her interests include
writing assessment, classroom-based evaluation, and innovative ELT practices.

Presenter: Suleymanova Dilnoza Suleymanova Dilnoza Botirovna
Dreamer, simple life, lifelong learner. Education, growth, and purpose. Interested
in aviation and learning languages. Knowledge is the biggest wealth!

Expansive Learning Environments in English Teaching

Abstract: The presenter explains how expansive learning environments support deeper
engagement in English language classrooms. She demonstrates strategies that
integrate real-life tasks, collaborative problem-solving, and digital tools.
Participants learn how these environments enhance learner autonomy, cultural
awareness, and meaningful communication

Presenter: Zukhra Khakimova
Zukhra Khakimova is a senior lecturer and international rankings specialist at the
National Pedagogical University, focusing on English teaching, cross-cultural
initiatives, and educational innovation through research, workshops, and
international collaborations.

Presenter: Azizabonu Ziyodullaeva
English instructor with university-level teaching experience and a focus on
communicative, student-centered learning. English language instructor holding an
MA in TESL and a Bachelor’s degree in English Language and Literature.

Presenter: Ranoxon Ranoxon
Senior lecturer, book translator and a passionate educator with more than 5 years
of teaching experince. English language instructor holding an MA in TESOL from
Westminster University.

Presenter: Dilnozahon Boymirzayeva 
An EFL teacher with 27 years of experience and more than 9 years as an
international teacher trainer. Awarded with TESOL, TEFL and TEYL certificates.
Completed MA at the Webster University

Teaching with Generative AI: Action-Research Insights

Abstract: Uzbekistan’s 2025 AI decree aims to train five million citizens with strong support
from the UAE. This study presents practical ways to integrate generative AI into
university teaching through prompt-based tasks, ethical guidance, and action
research, offering educators clear methods to strengthen digital and academic
skills.

Presenter: Irodakhon Gulamova
I am an English lecturer and PhD researcher specializing in AI-enhanced language
teaching. I develop innovative curricula, lead interdisciplinary courses, and present
internationally on digital pedagogy and educational transformation.

Rethinking Passivation in Relation to Thematic Roles

Abstract: The traditional approach was to consider the process of passivization a pure
syntactic process relying mainly on having a syntactic object that receives the
action expressed by the verb. This study re-examines the notion of transitivity by
moving beyond traditional syntactic definitions and highlighting the crucial role of
semantic factors

Presenter: Hamzah Ghammaz
Dr. Hamzah Ghammaz is a linguist and educator with a Ph.D. from Rhodes



University. Specializing in English language and linguistics, he has extensive
experience in teaching, research, and academic leadership.

Developing English Reading Skills

Abstract: This research is devoted to the pedagogical and theoretical foundations of
developing students’ reading skills in English language classes with a special
emphasis on gamification-based instruction. Reading is considered a core
component of communicative competence and a complex cognitive process that
integrates linguistic knowledge with psychopedagogical factors. The study

Presenter: GULKHUMOR USMONOVA
Phd student at Namangan state university

Peer Tutors Reflections on Industry Collaboration

Abstract: This mentored student study examines peer tutors’ experiences of an industry-led
training and collaboration within higher education. The research explores
perceived impacts on professional readiness, confidence, and role identity.
Designed as a pragmatic, educationally embedded inquiry, findings highlight how
employability development can position peer tutors

Presenter: Blen Assefa Getu
Blen studies Electrical Engineering Technology at the Higher Colleges of
Technology. Research includes solar spheres and PIV 3D. systems. She is a peer
tutor & class-assistant with the Success Centre.

Presenter: Yordanos Mekonen Kefene
Yordanas studies Electrical Engineering Technology at the Higher Colleges of
Technology. Research includes smart, sustainable aquaponics systems. She is a
peer tutor in the Success Centre.

Presenter: Meera Alahmed
Meera is a peer tutor with the Success Centre in the Higher Colleges of Technology
and is studying Applied Media.
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